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D1.2.1  MECP 



Phone: 1-800-764-9114 Email: info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca Web: http://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca

October 2, 2020

Sasha McLeod
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
Client Services and Permissions Branch
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Floor
Toronto, ON M4V 1P5

Re: Notice of Intent to Submit a Proposed Terms of Reference

Dear Ms. McLeod:

Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN) has for many years been seeking to build an all-season
Community Access Road to connect the community to the provincial highway network. As such,
MFFN has initiated a community-led Environmental Assessment (EA) process—in accordance
with the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act—to progress plans to enable construction and
operation of this critical multi-purpose all-season access to our community.

Please accept this letter as the Notice of Intent to Submit the Proposed Terms of Reference
(ToR) for the MFFN Community Access Road Project (the Project). A planned submission date of
October 23, 2020 is proposed for submission of the documentation to the Minister of the
Environment, Conservation and Parks. The Proposed ToR will also be available for review and
comment by Indigenous communities, government agencies and interested persons. MFFN
looks forward to receiving comments during the public review period and the Minister’s
decision.

As part of the community-led process for the Project, MFFN Chief and Council and MFFN
community members undertook an advanced review of the ToR. This review was to understand
the changes from the Draft ToR and to confirm next steps for the Project, including a decision
on whether to proceed with submission of the ToR to the Ministry of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks (MECP). MFFN supports submission of the ToR on October 23, 2020 and
looks forward to the Minister’s decision on whether to approve the ToR and have the Project
advance to the next stage of the EA process.





https://www.ontario.ca/page/preparing-and-reviewing-terms-reference-environmental-assessments-ontario
https://www.ontario.ca/page/preparing-and-reviewing-terms-reference-environmental-assessments-ontario
https://www.ontario.ca/page/preparing-and-reviewing-terms-reference-environmental-assessments-ontario
https://www.ontario.ca/page/preparing-and-reviewing-terms-reference-environmental-assessments-ontario
https://www.ontario.ca/page/preparing-and-reviewing-terms-reference-environmental-assessments-ontario
https://www.ontario.ca/page/preparing-and-reviewing-terms-reference-environmental-assessments-ontario






















































































































https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/56039/moving-forward-with-road-access-to-the-ring-of-fire
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/56039/moving-forward-with-road-access-to-the-ring-of-fire












https://www.ontario.ca/page/general-habitat-description-forest-dwelling-woodland-caribou
https://www.ontario.ca/page/general-habitat-description-forest-dwelling-woodland-caribou
https://www.ontario.ca/page/general-habitat-description-forest-dwelling-woodland-caribou
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/s07006
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/s07006


https://www.ontario.ca/page/woodland-caribou-conservation-plan
https://www.ontario.ca/page/woodland-caribou-conservation-plan
https://www.ontario.ca/page/range-management-policy-support-woodland-caribou-conservation-and-recovery
https://www.ontario.ca/page/range-management-policy-support-woodland-caribou-conservation-and-recovery


https://files.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/species-at-risk/Far-North-Ranges-EN.pdf
https://files.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/species-at-risk/Far-North-Ranges-EN.pdf
https://files.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/species-at-risk/Far-North-Ranges-EN.pdf
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D1.4.1 MECP  



PERMIT for SPECIES PROTECTION or RECOVERY 
Issued under the authority of clause 17(2)(b) of the 
Endangered Species Act, 2007, S.O. 2007, c. 6 

 
 
Issued to:Golder Associates Ltd. Permit#:

 
Effective Date:Date of Issuance  Expiry Date:  

Project Title: Marten Falls First Nation Community Access Road ï Caribou (Boreal 
population) (Rangifer tarandus caribou) Field Program 
 
Project Description:  Marten Falls First Nation is proposing an all-season Community 
Access Road that will connect the community to the Ontario provincial highway network. 
Caribou (Boreal population) (Rangifer tarandus caribou) have been selected as an 
indicator species to inform a federal Impact Assessment and provincial Environmental 
Assessment. To gather sufficient information to develop a comprehensive description of 
the existing environment, a caribou field program is proposed. Program components 
may include: 

 an aerial survey in advance of collaring (in winter 2021, 2022, and 2023), 
 deploying and maintaining radio collars on up to thirty (30) adult Caribou (Boreal 
population) for three (3) years (2021-2024), 

 collection of biological samples at captures, 
 mortality investigations, 
 an aerial recruitment survey in winter 2022, and 
 a remote camera monitoring program (2021-2023). 

 
The proposed caribou field program aligns with Ontarioôs Woodland Caribou 
Conservation Plan and Range Management Policy in Support of Woodland Caribou 
Conservation and Recovery for Caribou (Boreal population) and will assist in the 
protection and recovery of Caribou (Boreal population) by confirming presence or 
absence, habitat use, and to increase knowledge of population distributions, movement 
patterns and population health of this species.  
 
Authorization: This permit authorizes Golder Associates Ltd. to engage in the activities 
as specified and described in Schedule A attached to the permit that would otherwise be 
prohibited by s. 9(1) of the Endangered Species Act, 2007 (ñESAò) in relation to Caribou 
(Boreal population) (Rangifer tarandus caribou), a species listed as threatened on the 
Species at Risk in Ontario List, O. Reg. 230/08 made under the ESA. The activities are 
authorized to be conducted at the Project Location and associated laboratories. 
 
The authorizations provided by this permit do not apply unless the holder complies with 
Schedules A and B which are attached to and form part of this permit. 
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Project Location:As shown inSchedule C.
 
Laboratory analysis of collected hair and fecal samples will be conducted at the Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Forestryôs Science and Research Branch, Suite 103, 421 
James St. S, Thunder Bay, ON P7E 2V6. 
 
Laboratory analysis of collected blood samples will be conducted at Herd Health 
Diagnostics, 1205 SE Pro Mall Blvd., Ste. 109, Pullman, Washington, USA, 99163. 
 
 
Issued by: 

Jeff Yurek 
Minister of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks 

Date of Issuance: _________________
                           (dd/mm/yy) 
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Schedule A: Detailed Description of Authorization

This permit authorizes Golder Associates Ltd. to engage in the activities as described 
below, in respect of the species and in accordance with any limitations identified below. 
 

Species Limitations Authorized Activity 

Caribou 
(Boreal 
population) 
(Rangifer 
tarandus 
caribou) 

N=30 

Harass, capture,possess,transport, and 
collect as is necessary to: 

- Harass, capture, possess and collar up to 
30 adult female Caribou (Boreal 
population) individuals in the Project 
Location using net guns 
 

- Collect, possess, and transport blood 
samples from up to 30 Caribou (Boreal 
population) individuals to Herd Health 
Diagnostics for the purpose of conducting 
laboratory analysis (see ñProject Locationò) 
 

- Collect, possess, and transport fecal and 
hair samples from up to 30 Caribou 
(Boreal population) individuals to MNRF 
Science and Research Branch for the 
purpose of conducting laboratory analysis 
(see ñProject Locationò). 

Caribou 
(Boreal 
population) 
(Rangifer 
tarandus 
caribou) 

N=Unlimited 

Harass, collect, possess, and transport as is 
necessary to: 

- Collect, possess, and transport lower 
jawbones and leg bonesduring mortality 
investigations from Caribou (Boreal 
population) individuals to MNRF Science 
and Research Branch for the purpose of 
conducting laboratory analysis (see 
ñProject Locationò) 
 

- Harass individual Caribou (Boreal 
population) through disturbance from 
aircraft during the undertaking of collaring 
activities, winter aerial surveys, and 
recruitment surveys. 

Caribou 
(Boreal 
population) 

N=2 
Kill, harm,and harassfor:

- Incidental injury/death of Caribou (Boreal 
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Species Limitations Authorized Activity 

(Rangifer 
tarandus 
caribou) 

population) fromcapture, processing,
and/orrelease.
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Schedule B:Conditions
 
1) The permit holder shall keep a list of the names of all individuals engaged in 
conducting the activities authorized by this permit and any changes or additions to 
this list shall be identified by email to the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) ) within twenty-four (24) hours of the 
change or addition. The subject line of the email shall reference Permit Number NR-
B-007-20. 
 

2) The permit holder shall always carry a copy of this permit when conducting activities 
under the authority of the permit. If the permit holder is not present when authorized 
activities are being conducted, the permit holder shall ensure that a copy of the 
permit is maintained at the location activities are being conducted. 

 
3) Any person carrying out activities under the authority of this permit shall act in 
accordance with Animal Care Protocol 471 and any amendments made to 471. 
 

4) Any person carrying out activities under the authority of this permit shall act in 
accordance with the guidelines provided in Guidelines for Working with Free-
Ranging Wild Mammals in the Era of the COVID-19 Pandemic, August 2020, and 
any amendments made to this document to minimize the risk of zoonotic 
transmission.   

 
5) All equipment used to conduct collaring and sampling activities under the authority of 
this permit shall be labelled with Permit Number NR-B-007-20. 

6) The permit holder shall provide a detailed survey schedule (including survey dates 
and location(s)) to MECP ( a minimum of twenty-four (24) 
hours before the project work begins. The subject line of the email shall reference 
Permit Number NR-B-007-20. 

 
7) All individuals shall be released at the point of capture unless otherwise authorized. 
 

8) Capture and collaring of adult female Caribou shall occur prior to March 15,2021.
 
9) Collars shall be fitted with a drop off mechanism programmed to release the collar 
after 156 weeks from the time of capture. 
 

10) Collars shall be pre-programmed to transmit a location every three (3) hours over a 
twenty-four (24) hour period, for a total of eight (8) locations per day until the 
programmed release. 
 

11) The Very High Frequency (VHF) band shall be programmed to be active from 0900 
to 1700 daily. 
 

12) The capture crew shall collect the necessary blood samples from the cephalic or 
jugular vein, hair samples, with roots, from the shoulder area, and fecal samples 
directly from the anus, sufficient to conduct an assessment of pregnancy at the time 
of capture and potential DNA analysis respectively. 
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13)If an individual Caribou (Boreal population) is accidentally killed or injured beyond 
care during the capture activities, the individual shall be immediately humanely 
euthanized in accordance with Animal Care Protocol 471 and the incident shall be 
reported to the MECP  within twenty-four (24) hours or as 
soon as reasonably possible.The subject line of the email shall reference Permit 
Number NR-B-007-20. 

14) Mortality investigations shall occur when three (3) collars have indicated a likely 
mortality following collar deployment or the most recent mortality investigation, or at 
least once per year for the duration of the project when less than three (3) collars 
have indicated a likely mortality has occurred. Mortality investigations may occur 
more frequently at the discretion of the permit holder. Mortalities shall be reported to 
the MECP (  within twenty-four (24) hours or as soon as 
reasonably possible. The subject line of the email shall reference Permit Number 
NR-B-007-20. 

15) Following the release of the collar, as per condition 9, collars shall be retrieved 
before the battery stops transmitting a VHF signal, where feasible. 
 

16) Should a collar release mechanism malfunction resulting in the collar not being 
released, the permit holder shall contact the MECP (for 
further direction within twenty-four (24) hours of the permit holder becoming aware of 
the malfunction. The subject line of the email shall reference Permit Number NR-B-
007-20. 

17) Prior to December 31 of each year this permit is in effect, the permit holder shall 
report all SAR observed while conducting activities under the authority of this permit 
by completing the ñobservation reporting spreadsheetò or the ñobservation reporting 
geodatabaseò provided by the Natural Heritage Information Centre (NHIC) 
(https://www.ontario.ca/page/report-rare-species-animals-and-plants#section-1) in 
itôs entirety and submitting it to the NHIC  and the MECP 

). The subject line of the email shall reference Permit 
Number NR-B-007-20. 

18) Prior to October 15, 2021, and prior to May 1 and October 15 of each 
consecutive year this permit is in effect, the permit holder shall provide the following 
information to the MECP () as a shapefile or geodatabase: 

a) Caribou GPS locations (UTMs or latitude/longitude), including date and time and 
fix location (location accuracy); and 

b) Mortality locations (UTMs or latitude/longitude), including date and time, cause of 
mortality, and estimated date of mortality. 

 
The subject line of the email shall reference Permit Number NR-B-007-20. 

 

19) Prior to June 1, 2021, the permit holder shall submit an Interim Report and 
associated data to the MECP . The subject line of the 
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email shall reference Permit Number NR-B-007-20.At a minimum, the Interim Report 
and associated data shall include the following: 
 

a) A summary of the methods and results of the field work authorized by this permit, 
including the winter aerial survey in advance of collaring should it occur, and 
deployment of radio collars; 

b) Details associated with the search areas associated with the winter aerial survey, 
should it occur, including date and time, observers (pilot, navigator, left and right 
observers), weather conditions and a shapefile of the track logs; 

c) Details associated with the observations of caribou and wolverine recorded 
during the winter aerial survey, should it occur, including date and time, location 
(UTMs or latitude/longitude), evidence type (sighting, tracks, cratering, slushing) 
and, where applicable, the group counts and structure (i.e., age and gender) of 
all caribou observed, by completing the ñobservation reporting spreadsheetò or 
the ñobservation reporting geodatabaseò provided by the Natural Heritage 
Information Centre (NHIC) (https://www.ontario.ca/page/report-rare-species-
animals-and-plants#section-1) in itôs entirety; 

d) Details associated with each capture, including date and time, location (UTMs or 
latitude/longitude), group counts and structure (i.e., age and gender), health 
description, type and number of biological samples collected, collar ID, VHF 
frequency, and any photos taken during the capture; 

e) Any species injuries, deaths, or complications that occurred during the capture. 

 

20) Prior to December 31, 2024, the permit holder shall submit a Final Report to the 
MECP The subject line of the email shall reference Permit 
Number NR-B-007-20. At a minimum, the Final Report shall contain the following 
information: 

a) A summary of the methods and results of the field work authorized by this permit, 
including the winter aerial survey in advance of collaring should it occur, 
deployment of radio collars, mortality investigations, recruitment survey and final 
collar retrieval; 

b) Details associated with the search areas associated with the winter aerial survey, 
should it occur, including date and time, observers (pilot, navigator, left and right 
observers), weather conditions and a shapefile of the track logs; 

c) Details associated with the observations of caribou and wolverine recorded 
during the winter aerial survey, should it occur, including date and time, location 
(UTMs or latitude/longitude), evidence type (sighting, tracks, cratering, slushing), 
photos, and, where applicable, the group counts and structure (i.e., age and 
gender) of all caribou observed; 

d) Details associated with each capture, including date and time, location (UTMs or 
latitude/longitude), group counts and structure (i.e., age and gender), health 
description, type and number of biological samples collected, collar ID, VHF 
frequency, mortality date or collar drop-off date, and any photos taken during the 
capture; 
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(Municipality/MNRF District)

ONTARIO MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES & FORESTRY

Count

New _ Renewal Amendment_Protocol Number

Telephone

Email 

Address

Anaesthetic  Analgesic 

Low  High 

High 

Moderate  

Other N/A

Pain Level:

Drugs:

Moderate  

30

Number(s) to be handled

Number(s) to be handled

B:

MNRF District Office

Type of Research: Invasive Surgery 

This project has been submitted to:

Experiments which cause minor stress or pain 
levels (ie Capture/ PIT tagging/Notching/Tissue Samples)

Ontario Parks

Max Char 420

 Submit TWO MONTHS before start date

Target Species

Section 

Management 

A:

Woodland Caribou

320

Teaching

Company Affiliation

PROJECT YEAR 

Experiments which cause little or no discomfort             
(ie No Capture or Handling)

E:

2021

Email 

Experiments which cause moderate to severe 
distress or discomfort (ie Surgery/Pursuit)

D

Procedures which cause severe pain, at, or above 
pain threshold of unanesthetized conscious 
animals             (ie Toxicity Studies)

Species at Risk C:

D:

WILDLIFE ANIMAL CARE COMMITTEE
RESEARCH PROTOCOL APPLICATION

Erin Greenaway

Experiments on most invertebrates or on live 
isolates (ie Observational Studies)

r.com

.com

Nil  

Non-Invasive 

Number(s) to be handled

Location(s) of Projects 

Research

Stress Level: Nil  Low  

Golder Associates Ltd.Company Affiliation

Secondary Investigator(s)

Branch Section 

Category

TelephoneAddress

Branch

Principal Investigator

Golder Asociates Ltd.

Marten Falls First Nation Community Access RoadProject Title

Michelle Bacon

Objective The proposed caribou collaring program will consist of gathering data to quantify the existing conditions and potential impacts of the 
proposed community access road on caribou distribution, seasonal habitat use, recruitment and survival, and type and spatial extent 
of biophysical attributes in the project study area. 



Max Char 840

Count

Live Trap

Transported & 
Released

Leg Snare
(Type)

Date Submitted

Lethal

Other

Lay Summary:

Terminated

4 February 2021

Other

Mist Net

Radio Collar

PIT Tag OtherDye

Declaration:

247

See Woodland Caribou  - Standard Protocol - 2020 provided by Sarah Fraser, Chair Wildlife Animal Care Committee Ontario Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Forestry on September 21, 2020 and attached wildlife animal care committee detailed protocol.

Marking Method:

Leg Band

N/A

Implanted Tag

Fur/Feather 
Clip

Released at capture 
site

Approved by Date Approved

All animals used in this research will be cared for in accordance with the recommendations of the Canadian Council on Animal Care and the 
requirements under the Animals for Research Act, (Ont. 1990).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

NOTE: I understand that portions of this protocol may be used to develop a "Standard Species Protocol" to be used by other researchers.

For electronic submissions please sign below and scan, or check box:

By submitting this form I hereby indicate my agreement not to make major changes to the research procedures without obtaining approval of a 
new Animal Use Protocol from the MNRF WACC. I also affirm that I understand that no work may be performed prior to approval of this 
protocol by the MNRF WACC.

Sarah Fraser
February 5, 2021

Signature (Principal Investigator)

The project described in this protocol is approved under the terms of the Animals for Research Act, (Ont. 1980)

Device fixed to 
Animal:

Other

Tattoo

I, as principal investigator, am responsible for the information submitted.

Samples:

Traps:

Animals to Be:

Chase Method:  Powerboat

Hair / Feather

Aircraft/Helicopter  Snowmobile

Capture and Handling

Long Term 
Captive

OtherBlood

Net Gun

FecalTooth Tissue
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