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Update on the Proposed Aboriginal and Treaty Rights and
Interests Study Areas

August 2022

The purpose of this memo is to share further updates on the study areas for the Aboriginal and Treaty Rights and
Interests assessments that are to be completed for the Marten Falls Community Access Road Project.  The
Aboriginal and Treaty Rights and Interests environmental discipline includes the following valued components:

¶ Indigenous Current Use of Land and Resources for Traditional Purposes (hunting, trapping, fishing,
gathering, cultural and spiritual sites, quantity and quality of resources, etc.); and

¶ Cultural Continuity – ability to practice and transmit cultural traditions (experience of being on the land,
ability to access preferred sites and resources, etc.).

The study areas outlined below should inform Indigenous Knowledge and Indigenous Land and Resource Use
Studies that may be completed by participating Indigenous communities in terms of defining the geographic
extents for information collection.

What is a Study Area?

Study areas identify the geographic areas within which potential effects of the Project may or are likely to occur.
These study areas are used to guide the data collection and assessment processes. To capture the range of
potential effects, the following study areas are typically used in environmental assessment processes:

¶ Project Development Area (previously referred to as the Project Study Area): area of direct disturbance
(the physical area required for Project construction and operation);

¶ Local Study Area: the area where the potential direct effects of the Project (e.g., direct effects on wildlife,
vegetation and surface water associated with noise and vehicle emissions) may occur; and

¶ Regional Study Area: the area where the potential indirect effects of the Project (e.g., effects to
Indigenous land and resource use as a result of changes in wildlife and fish and their habitats) may occur.
It is also the area in which cumulative effects could occur.

Timeline of the Aboriginal and Treaty Rights & Interests (ATRI) Study Areas Development

¶ August 2020 - Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN) shared the Preliminary Aboriginal and Treaty Rights &
Interests (ATRI) Study Areas Memo with Indigenous communities for review and comment.

¶ September 2020 - Indigenous communities provided valuable feedback on the preliminary ATRI Study
Areas.

¶ January 2021 - The MFFN Project Team revised the ATRI Study Areas based on Indigenous community
feedback and distributed an updated ATRI Study Area Memo outlining the changes.
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Revised ATRI Study Areas

Since the last update, the MFFN Project Team has been hard at work planning for the Project and has further
defined the Project Development Area.  The proposed Project Development Area now takes into account potential
aggregate sites, temporary construction camp locations, and construction access roads.  With the updated Project
Development Area comes updates to the ATRI Local Study Area as highlighted in Table 1 Revised Geographic
Extent of the Local Study Area based on the PDA and illustrated in Figure 1: Revised ATRI Local Study Area below
and Figure 2 ATRI Regional Study Area attached.  The proposed Project Development Area did not result in any
changes to the ATRI Regional Study Area. We are pleased to also provide you with the revised ATRI LSA and RSA
shapefiles.

Table 1: Revised Geographic Extent of the Local Study Areas based on the PDA

Proposed Study
Area

Original Geographic Extent Revised Geographic Extent Based on the PDA

Project
Development Area

Not previously defined. Includes:

¶ 100m road right-of-way (ROW)
centered on the latest Route
Alternative(s)

¶ 10m ROW along potential access
roads to the aggregate sites centred
on the routes

¶ Potential aggregate sites mapped to
their full extent

¶ Temporary construction camps
Local Study Area 5 km of the centreline of the Route

Alternatives and 5 km buffer around other
project components (e.g., aggregate
sources) and temporary infrastructure (e.g.,
construction camps, staging areas and
stockpile areas).

5 km buffer from the Route Alternatives PDA
boundary, and 5km buffer around the other
project components and temporary
infrastructure PDA Boundary (e.g., aggregates
sources, access roads, construction camps,
staging areas, and stockpile areas).
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Regional Study
Area

Combined area of the quaternary
watersheds crossed by each of the road
alignments.

In January 2021, based on comments
received by Indigenous communities, the
RSA was updated to include four additional
quaternary watersheds that interact with
the potential route alignments and the LSA.
One of these additional watersheds is
located at the southern terminus of
Alternative 4 and the RSA now includes a
larger portion of Painter Lake Road.

n.a.

Your Knowledge is Important to Us!

The Project Team wants to understand Aboriginal and Treaty Rights and Interests related to the project.
Indigenous Knowledge and information on Indigenous Land and Resource Use will help us to better understand
and appreciate the environment with respect to the identity, culture, and heritage of Indigenous Communities.  If
your community has Indigenous Knowledge or information on Indigenous Land and Resource Use related to the
Project that you would like to share or if you would like to learn more about the Indigenous Knowledge Program
and/or share information on Aboriginal and Treaty Rights and Interests please do not hesitate to reach out to Bob
Baxter  or Andrea Nokleby 

We hope you and your community are safe and well.

Encl. Figure 1: Aboriginal and Treaty Rights Revised Local Study Area

Figure 2: Aboriginal and Treaty Rights Regional Study Area

Aboriginal and Treaty Rights and Interest Study Area Shapefiles
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2-DAY
ABORIGINAL AND TREATY RIGHTS

AND INTERESTS FORUM

The Province will fund up to 2 - 3 Participants from your community to attend in person.
Funding includes Travel, Accommodation and Meals.

COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD (CAR) NORTHERN ROAD LINK (NRL)WEBEQUIE SUPPLY ROAD (WSR)

The forum provides a private and inclusive space for representatives of your community to meet with 
representatives from the Province of Ontario and CAR, NRL, WSR Project Teams to:

 Please note, the purpose of this forum is 
to discuss Aboriginal and Treaty Rights, 

and not to collect Indigenous Knowledge.

Develop a shared 
understanding of 

Aboriginal and Treaty 
Rights within each 

Project area(s)

Share information 
about the Projects

Identify 
community-specific  
contexts and values 

associated with Aboriginal 
and Treaty Rights in the 

Project area(s)

WE LOOK FORWARD
TO SEEING YOU THERE!

Thunder Bay 
Victoria Inn Hotel and Convention Centre

555 Arthur St W

February 8 & 9
Travel day: February 7th 

ABORIGINAL AND TREATY RIGHTS AND INTERESTS

Discuss the Aboriginal 
and Treaty Rights and 
Interests Assessment 

Processes

THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO
HOSTED BY

SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATE

A formal invitation with additional 
details will follow in 

January 2023

For further information please contact: 

The Province of Ontario: EA.Partipciant.Fund@ontario.ca
CAR: Andrea Nokleby: anokleby@dillon.ca

WSR: Mark Knell: mark.knell@snclavalin.com
NRL: Mishal Naseer: mnaseer@dillon.ca





Thunder Bay 
Victoria Inn Hotel and Convention Centre

555 Arthur Street West

February, 8 & 9 
2023

ABORIGINAL AND/OR TREATY RIGHTS AND INTERESTS

YOU ARE INVITED! YOU ARE INVITED! 

Participant 
Funding  

Purpose 
Who Should Attend from 

your Community 

The Province of Ontario will fund 
up to 3 representatives from your 
community to attend, including 
travel, accommodation and meals.  
All questions about funding or the 
coordination of funding should be 
directed to the Province of Ontario 
at ea.participant.fund@ontario.ca .

Additional community 
representatives are welcome to 
attend.

The Purpose of this Forum is to create 
a respectful, culturally-sensitive, and 
collaborative space to develop an 
understanding of Aboriginal and/or 
Treaty Rights and Interests in any of 
the Project areas (WSR, MFFN CAR, 
and NRL) as your Aboriginal and/or 
Treaty Rights and Interests and 
Interests may be impacted by these 
Projects. Please note the purpose of 
this event is to discuss Aboriginal 
and/or Treaty Rights and Interests and 
not to collect Indigenous Knowledge.

Representatives who are 
knowledgeable about and 
comfortable speaking to the 
Rights and Interests of your 
community in any of the Project 
areas are encouraged to attend.

2-DAY ABORIGINAL AND/OR TREATY
RIGHTS AND INTERESTS FORUM THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO

HOSTED BY

MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD (MFFN CAR) NORTHERN ROAD LINK (NRL)WEBEQUIE SUPPLY ROAD (WSR)

RSVP to ea.participant.fund@ontario.ca by January 27 th 

(note that you can still attend without an RSVP)

Webequie First Nation and Marten Falls First Nation encourage you to participate in a 2-day forum focused on 
discussing potential impacts to northern Indigenous communities' Aboriginal and/or Treaty Rights and Interests as 
they relate to the following Projects:

Webequie Supply Road  (WSR) Northern Road Link (NRL)

Marten Falls First Nation Community Access Road (MFFN CAR)



Breakfast 7:00 - 8:45 Breakfast 7:00 - 8:45
Continued - Aboriginal and/or Treaty Rights 
and Interests Individual  Community 
Breakout Sessions

Continued - Plenary/Group Sessions: 
Presentations and Activities

9:00 

Lunch12:00 
Continued - Aboriginal and/or Treaty 
Rights and Interests Individual Community 
Breakout Sessions

Continued - Plenary/Group Sessions: 
Presentations and Activities

1:00

Regroup: 
Closing Comments & Next Steps

In attendance to discuss the Projects and the assessment of Aboriginal and/or Treaty Rights and 
Interests will be representatives from:

• Webequie First Nation and Marten Falls First Nation
• Project Teams for WSR, MFFN CAR, and NRL
• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada
• Province of Ontario 
• Consulting Teams: Dillon Consulting Limited, AECOM, SNC-Lavalin 

4:30

Lunch12:00
Aboriginal and/or Treaty Rights and Interests 
Individual Community Breakout Sessions

Plenary/Group Sessions: Presentations and 
Activities

1:00

Dinner 6:00 

Welcome and Opening Ceremony

Purpose/Overview of the Aboriginal and/or 
Treaty Rights and Interests Forum

Presentations on the roles of the 
Proponent, Crown and Indigenous 
Communities in understanding and 
assessing Aboriginal and/or Treaty Rights 
and Interests

Questions & Answers

9:00 

RSVP to ea.participant.fund@ontario.ca by January 27 th  (note that you can still attend without an RSVP)

For further information please contact: 

The Province of Ontario: ea.participant.fund@ontario.ca
MFFN CAR: Andrea Nokleby: anokleby@dillon.ca

WSR: Michael Fox: michael.fox@indigenousengagement.ca
NRL: Mishal Naseer: mnaseer@dillon.ca

Wednesday, February 8 Thursday, February 9 

PRELIMINARY AGENDAPRELIMINARY AGENDA

End of Day 1 Regroup 4:30 

MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD (MFFN CAR) NORTHERN ROAD LINK (NRL)WEBEQUIE SUPPLY ROAD (WSR)

Community representatives are also invited to meet with 
members of the Cultural Heritage and Archaeology Teams.

Individual Breakout Sessions:  Representatives from NRL, 
MFFN CAR, WSR, Impact Assessment Agency of Canada, and the 
Province are each hosting seperate meeting spaces for individual 
community representatives to discuss Aboriginal and/or Treaty Rights 
and Interests related to each Project. 

Plenary/Group Sessions: For those Participants not in 
an Individual Breakout Session, we will be hosting a series 
of presentations and activities in the main Forum area.   

ABORIGINAL AND/OR TREATY RIGHTS AND INTERESTS
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