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15. Neskantaga First Nation 

Table 15-1:  Community Profile 

Key Identifiers Details 

Location: PO Box 105, Lansdowne House, ON P0T 1Z0 

Tribal Council: Matawa First Nations Management 

Treaty: 9 

Project Team Lead: Nolan Lachance 

 

Figure 15-1: Neskantaga First Nation Distribution of Communication 
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Table 15-2:  Summary of Participation During Milestone 4 

Activity Status 

Date of last outgoing communication from MFFN CAR Project Team (email or phone): August 22, 2025 (Email) 

Date of last incoming communication from community (email or phone): N/A 

Participating in Indigenous Knowledge (IK) Program:  Status of IK Sharing Agreement: Agreement in review 

Status of IK Funding Agreement: Agreement in review 

IK information provided: No 

Participating in Community Coordinator Program / Community Capacity Funding Program: No 

Provided comments on the Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) / Impact Statement (IS): No 

Provided comments on the community-specific Aboriginal and / or Treaty Rights and Interests 

(ATRI): Draft Impact Assessment (IA) Report:  

No 

Provided comments on the Community Well-Being Report: No 

Provided comments on the milestone progress reports: No 

 

Table 15-3:  Key Consultation and Engagement Activities Undertaken During Milestone 4 

Date Consultation and Engagement Activity 

Aug 01, 2024 July 2024 E-blast distributed via email. 

Sep 04, 2024 August 2024 E-blast distributed via email. 

Sep 18, 2024 Fall 2024 Groundwater and Geochemistry Program Update distributed via email. 

Sep 24, 2024 Letter and frequently asked questions (FAQ) shared via email regarding the circulation of the Draft EA / IS. A link to a questionnaire to identify a key 
contact and preferences related to the review process was also included. 

Sep 25, 2024 Outreach regarding Project updates including the IK Program, the Community Coordinator Program and the opportunity to provide feedback on the Stage 
1 Archaeological Assessment Report distributed via email. 

Oct 03, 2024 September 2024 E-blast distributed via email. 

Oct 24 and 29, 2024 Outreach regarding Project updates including the Draft EA / IS Report questionnaire and the IK Program via phone and email. 

Nov 05, 2024 October 2024 E-blast distributed via email. 

Nov 05, 2024 Update on the discontinuation of the Community Coordinator Program and the offer for community capacity funding distributed via email. 

Nov 20, 2024 Building the Community Access Road webinar announcement distributed via email. 

Nov 26, 2024 Building the Community Access Road webinar reminder distributed via email. 

Nov 29, 2024 Milestone #3 Progress Report distributed via email. 

Dec 02, 2024 Follow-up sent to registrants and attendees for the webinar on Building the Community Access Road with a link to the recording distributed via email. 

Dec 16 - 18, 2024 Outreach regarding year-end updates including key milestones and meetings from 2024 and information on activities scheduled for 2025 distributed via 
email. Correspondence included a reminder about the Draft EA / IS survey, the request for feedback on the Milestone #3 Progress Report, the 
Community Capacity Funding Agreement, and the status of the IK agreement. 

Dec 18, 2024 2024 Year in Review E-blast distributed via email. 

Jan 15, 2025 2025 Winter Field Notice distributed via email. 
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Date Consultation and Engagement Activity 

Jan 21, 2025 Outreach regarding Project updates, including the release of the Draft EA / IS and the upcoming Three Road Projects Gathering and Expo distributed via 
email. Correspondence included the request for feedback on the Milestone #3 Progress Report and a request for feedback on the Community Capacity 
Funding Agreement. 

Feb 10, 2025 January 2025 E-blast distributed via email. 

Feb 13, 2025 Notification of upcoming Draft EA / IS early release to Indigenous communities distributed via email. 

Feb 19, 2025 Notification of availability of Draft EA / IS on website distributed via email. 

Feb 19, 2025 Assessment Summary: Draft EA / IS hard copy shipped to Neskantaga First Nation. 

Feb 20, 2025 Outreach regarding Project updates, including the release of the Draft EA / IS, the passing of the deadline for Milestone #3 Progress Report comments 
and the deadline to express interest in the Community Capacity Funding Agreement distributed via email. A meeting was offered. 

Mar 04, 2025 February 2025 E-blast distributed via email. 

Mar 26, 2025 Outreach regarding Project updates, including the upcoming webinar series and the ongoing review period for the Draft EA / IS distributed via email. 
Correspondence included, and the status of the IK Program Funding Agreement. The MFFN CAR Project Consultant indicated that IK Program Funding 
was still available to Neskantaga First Nation, if desired. A meeting was offered. 

Apr 03, 2025 March 2025 E-blast distributed via email. 

Apr 10, 2025 Community Well-Being report availability announcement distributed via email. 

May 08, 2025 April 2025 E-blast distributed via email. 

May 20, 2025 Letter sent to re-engage Neskantaga First Nation and to provide updates on the Project via email. The letter provided updates on the Draft EA / IS, 
outlined available funding opportunities and mentioned the development of a Custom Consultation Protocol. A meeting was offered. 

May 23, 2025 Outreach regarding Project updates, including the upcoming webinar series, the ongoing review period for the Draft EA / IS and PIC #6 distributed via 
email. The MFFN CAR Project Consultant followed up on a letter sent May 20, 2025. A meeting was offered. 

May 26, 2025 Notification for Public Information Centre #6 distributed via email. 

Jun 05, 2025 Notification for People: Land and Resource Use webinar distributed via email. 

Jun 11, 2025 May 2025 E-blast distributed via email. 

Jun 26, 2025 Outreach regarding Project updates, including the conclusion of the Draft EA / IS review period, materials from PIC #6, and the upcoming distribution of 
the Draft RoCE for Indigenous communities distributed via email. 

Jul 10, 2025 Draft Aboriginal and / Treaty Rights and Interests: Draft Impact Assessment Report distributed via email. 

Jul 15, 2025 June 2025 E-blast and Summer / Fall 2025 Field Notice distributed via email.  

Jul 16, 2025 June 2025 E-blast and Summer / Fall 2025 Field Notice correction distributed via email. 

Jul 21, 2025 Outreach to re-engage with Neskantaga First Nation upon new contact information being provided via email.  

Jul 23, 2025 Outreach regarding Project updates including the upcoming distribution of the Draft RoCE for Indigenous communities and ongoing field studies 
distributed via email. 

Jul 28, 2025 Outreach to provide a reminder of the ATRI deadline distributed via email.  

Jul 31, 2025 Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment update distributed via email. 

Aug 7, 2025 July 2025 E-blast distributed via email.  

Aug 22, 2025 Outreach regarding Project updates including a new video about cumulative effects and a reminder regarding the draft ATRI comment period distributed 
via email.  
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Table 15-4:  Summary of Feedback Received and Response / Action – Neskantaga First Nation 

Topic / Issue 
Raised 

Specific Issue Raised  
Communication  

Channel  
Response / Action  Addressed in the EA / IS  

Consultation 
Methods 

Community-specific Consultation Plan  
◼ On the January 21, 2020, 

conference call, Neskantaga First 
Nation expressed interest in 
developing a community-specific 
consultation plan.  

◼ On February 7, 2022, David Peerla 
emailed the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant noting the community is 
continuing to struggle with COVID-
19. David indicated the community’s 
dissatisfaction with the number of 
received requests for consultation 
and engagement, including timelines 
imposed by this and other external 
timelines and processes. 

◼ On February 7, 2023, Jo Sakanee 
emailed the MFFN CAR Project 
Team to provide a letter on behalf of 
the Chief of Neskantaga First Nation 
noting they are in litigation with the 
Province of Ontario and the road 
proponent First Nations (MFFN and 
Webequie First Nation) in relation to 
the consultation processes for the 
EA / IS. The letter outlined that they 
have identified what they consider a 
meaningful consultation and 
engagement process that would 
respect their laws and protocols in 
respect to decision-making in their 
homelands. The letter noted that the 
ATRI Forum does not meet the 
conditions for meaningful 
consultation. 

◼ Conference Call 
◼ Letter 
◼ Email 

◼ Throughout the Assessment Process, MFFN 
worked with each Indigenous community’s 
preference for how they would like to be consulted 
and engaged, whether virtually or in person. 
Custom consultation plans and protocols were 
also offered. 

◼ On March 29, 2022, the MFFN CAR Project Team 
emailed Neskantaga First Nation key contacts, 
pointing out items for consideration to the Chief 
relating to the Community Coordinator Program, 
IK Program Funding and Sharing agreement, 
ATRI and developing a custom consultation 
process. It was noted that the MFFN CAR Project 
Team would be interested in setting up a meeting 
in person or virtually to discuss these items and to 
reconnect, update and discuss consultation and 
engagement activities with the community. As of 
December 31, 2022, a meeting has not yet taken 
place. 

◼ On December 20, 2022, the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant emailed the Chief of Neskantaga First 
Nation to provide a letter on behalf of the MFFN 
CAR Project Team attempting to reconnect and 
re-engage with Neskantaga First Nation 
representatives. Topics for discussion included 
the development of a Custom Consultation Plan, 
the development and finalization of an IKSA, IK 
Funding, and participation in the Engagement 
Questionnaire. A meeting was offered. 
- On March 30, 2023, the MFFN CAR Project 

Consultant emailed key contacts from 
Neskantaga First Nation to inquire if Dr. Scott 
was the correct person to follow up with on 
outstanding items related to the Project. 

- On April 12, 2023, the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant emailed the Chief of Neskantaga 
First Nation to provide a letter on behalf of the 
Chief of MFFN in response to Neskantaga First 
Nation's February 7, 2023, letter. The letter 
acknowledged the ongoing litigation between 
Neskantaga First Nation and the Province of 

◼ Several communities have 
actively been participating in the 
IK program and IK has been used 
to inform the Assessment 
Process. See Section 11.3.3 for 
more details on the IK program.  

◼ Additional information related to 
the consultation process is in 
Section 11. 

◼ Specific information related to 
Neskantaga First Nation is in 
Appendix X, the Final EA / IS 
RoCE.  

◼ Community-specific ATRI Impact 
Assessment Reports will not be 
made available to the public. 
Feedback received on the 
community-specific ATRI: Draft IA 
Report will be used to inform the 
preparation of the Final ATRI 
Impact Assessment Report. 
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Topic / Issue 
Raised 

Specific Issue Raised  
Communication  

Channel  
Response / Action  Addressed in the EA / IS  

Ontario. The letter outlined that the MFFN CAR 
Project Team has not received a clear or 
concise document that outlines Neskantaga 
First Nation's consultation protocol other than 
the community's "Community Protocol 
Development", received in June 2018. It was 
noted that MFFN still agrees to meet with the 
community following the same terms outlined in 
the protocol received and requested that the 
most recent consultation protocol be sent to the 
Project. The letter outlined several other 
attempts to discuss and engage with 
Neskantaga First Nation related to consultation 
methods and protocols, including: 

- a proposed meeting on June 28, 2018, to 
discuss the protocol, which was cancelled by 
Neskantaga First Nation.  

- a letter sent on December 20, 2022, where the 
MFFN CAR Project Team attempted to initiate 
conversation and engage with the community, 
where no response was received. 

- an engagement questionnaire sent on July 29, 
2022, to which no response was received. 

- several attempts to offer meetings, both in-
person and virtually, to discuss and understand 
consultation protocols with Neskantaga First 
Nation. 

◼ On February 23, 2024, the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant emailed the Chief of Neskantaga First 
Nation to follow up on the December 20, 2022, 
letter, which noted the MFFN CAR Project Team's 
interest in reconnecting and re-engaging with 
Neskantaga First Nation including the 
development of a custom consultation plan, the 
development and finalization of an IK Sharing 
Agreement and the invitation to join the 
Community Coordinator Program. The MFFN 
CAR Project Consultant inquired if there were any 
changes or updates needed for Neskantaga First 
Nation, as the last correspondence received from 
the community was February 23, 2023. 

◼ On May 20, 2025, the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant emailed the Chief of Neskantaga First 
Nation to provide a letter on behalf of the Chief of 
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Topic / Issue 
Raised 

Specific Issue Raised  
Communication  

Channel  
Response / Action  Addressed in the EA / IS  

MFFN, looking to re-engage Neskantaga First 
Nation and introduce the Project. The letter 
offered to develop a Custom Consultation Plan in 
order to engage and consult with the community 
that aligns with their protocols and referenced a 
June 19, 2018, document as MFFN's current 
understanding of Neskantaga First Nation's 
consultation protocol. 

◼ On May 23, 2025, the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant emailed the Chief of Neskantaga First 
Nation to follow up on the MFFN CAR Project 
introduction letter sent to the Chief on May 20, 
2025. 

◼ On July 21, 2025, the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant emailed the Chief of Neskantaga First 
Nation to provide an introductory letter to the 
Project, on behalf of MFFN. The MFFN CAR 
Project Consultant noted a new email address for 
the Chief had recently been shared with the 
MFFN CAR Project Team. The MFFN CAR 
Project Consultant noted the letter had been re-
sent to ensure it was properly received by the 
Chief of Neskantaga First Nation. The MFFN CAR 
Project Consultant noted interest in meeting to 
answer any questions the Chief may have 
regarding the Project.  

◼ On July 28, 2025, the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant emailed the Chief of Neskanataga 
First Nation to provide a reminder of the deadline 
for submission of comments on the community-
specific ATRI: Draft IA Report. 

◼ On August 22, 2025, the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant emailed the Chief of Neskantaga First 
Nation to provide a reminder of the deadline for 
submission of comments on the community-
specific ATRI: Draft IA Report.  

◼ As of September 5, 2025, Neskantaga First 
Nation has not responded to the follow-up from 
MFFN on developing a consultation protocol. 
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Topic / Issue 
Raised 

Specific Issue Raised  
Communication  

Channel  
Response / Action  Addressed in the EA / IS  

Engineering and 
Design 

Study for Consideration in the EA  
◼ On the January 21, 2020, 

conference call, Neskantaga First 
Nation cited the Technical Review of 
Industrial Transportation 
Infrastructure Proposals (Hatch, 
2016) to be considered in the EA.  

◼ Conference Call  ◼ In June 2023, the Ministry of Energy and Mines 
reviewed the 2016 report and noted that the report 
is out of date and there were no sections that 
supported the MFFN CAR Project. The Ministry of 
Energy and Mines also noted that the report was 
a confidential report commissioned by Ontario and 
that a copy was provided to each community. It 
was the opinion of the Ministry of Energy and 
Mines that there is no information that is relevant 
to the Project.  

◼ This comment falls outside of the 
scope of the Community Access 
Road and has been directed to 
the appropriate government 
agency. 

Field Studies, 
Consultation 
Methods 

Field Study Notifications 
◼ On the January 21, 2020, 

conference call, Neskantaga First 
Nation noted dissatisfaction with the 
notification period, duration and 
intensity of field studies. Neskantaga 
First Nation requested to review the 
baseline studies.  

◼ Conference Call  ◼ Throughout the Assessment Process, MFFN has 
distributed discussion guides related to field 
programs, educational videos, and webinars on 
valued components. Information on field programs 
was shared in the monthly Project updates and in 
seasonal Field Notices (sent via email and posted 
on the Project website). Early observations and 
methods for field programs completed were 
provided at Public Information Centre #3, Public 
Information Centre #4, and Public Information 
Centre #5 as information became available. 
Meetings were offered based on specific topics of 
interest to solicit additional feedback and issues.  

◼ On April 12, 2023, the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant emailed the Chief of Neskantaga First 
Nation to provide a letter on behalf of the Chief of 
MFFN in response to Neskantaga First Nation's 
February 7, 2023, letter, which noted that MFFN 
CAR Project Field Program notifications and 
webinar information are sent to Neskantaga First 
Nation on a regular basis. 

◼ On February 19, 2025, the MFFN CAR Project 
Team shared the Draft EA / IS with Neskantaga 
First Nation, which included existing conditions 
and field program results. Neskantaga First Nation 
had until June 23, 2025, to review and provide 
feedback. 

◼ As of September 5, 2025, no comments were 
received on the Draft EA / IS by Neskantaga First 
Nation.  

◼ Field program results for 
individual disciplines are available 
in Section 8. 

◼ Additional information related to 
the consultation process and field 
program notification is in Section 
11. 

◼ Specific information related to 
Neskantaga First Nation is in 
Appendix X, the Final EA / IS 
RoCE.  
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Topic / Issue 
Raised 

Specific Issue Raised  
Communication  

Channel  
Response / Action  Addressed in the EA / IS  

Consultation 
Methods 

COVID-19 and Meaningful 
Consultation  
◼ Since March 2020, Neskantaga First 

Nation has noted their concerns that 
COVID-19 and other community 
emergencies have hindered the 
ability to engage and consult with 
the community in a meaningful way. 
It was also noted that the community 
has been challenged to respond and 
meet virtually. 

◼ On December 17, 2021, David 
Peerla emailed the MFFN CAR 
Project Consultant noting that 
consultation activities cannot be 
meaningfully or safely conducted 
due to the Omicron variant. David 
noted the Proponent should 
suspend or pause the EA process 
until the Omicron wave has been 
resolved.  

◼ On March 29, 2022, David Peerla 
emailed the MFFN CAR Project 
Team noting that COVID-19 is still 
an issue in the community. 

 

◼ Email 
◼ Letter 

◼ Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, the MFFN 
CAR Project Team has noted that there will be a 
number of additional opportunities throughout the 
Assessment Process to provide comments on the 
Project and Project materials.  

◼ In November 2020, the MFFN CAR Project Team 
noted that they will continue to take the lead from 
communities in terms of their interest in having 
Project-related discussions at this time and 
clarified the timelines for the ToR review. 

◼ On January 19, 2022, and March 29, 2022, 
the MFFN CAR Project Team emailed key 
contacts from Neskantaga First Nation to confirm 
their proposed approach to meeting safety, via 
virtual methods, with the community.  

◼ On February 8, 2022, the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant emailed David Peerla acknowledging 
the challenges that COVID-19 is causing for 
Neskantaga First Nation. 

◼ On December 20, 2022, the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant emailed key contacts from Neskantaga 
First Nation to provide a letter on behalf of the 
MFFN CAR Project Team noting they would like 
to re-engage Neskantaga First Nation on the 
Project, including the development of a Custom 
Consultation Plan and the finalization of the IK 
Program Sharing Agreement. 

◼ On April 12, 2023, the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant emailed the Chief of Neskantaga First 
Nation to provide a letter on behalf of the Chief of 
MFFN in response to Neskantaga First Nation's 
February 7, 2023, letter and noted that a variety of 
information is sent on a regular basis to the 
community, including updates and information 
related to the Project, Field Programs, the IK 
Program, the Community Coordinator Program, 
webinar invitations, etc. The letter outlined that the 
MFFN CAR Project Team has not received a clear 
or concise document that outlines Neskantaga 
First Nation's consultation protocol other than the 
community's "Community Protocol Development", 
received in June 2018. It was noted that MFFN 
still agrees to meet with the community following 
the same terms outlined in the protocol received 

◼ Additional information related to 
the consultation process is in 
Section 11. 

◼ Specific information related to 
Neskantaga First Nation is in 
Appendix X, the Final EA / IS 
RoCE.  
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Topic / Issue 
Raised 

Specific Issue Raised  
Communication  

Channel  
Response / Action  Addressed in the EA / IS  

by the Project Team and requested updated 
consultation protocols be sent to the Project. The 
letter outlined several other attempts to discuss 
and engage with Neskantaga First Nation related 
to consultation methods and protocols, including: 
- a proposed meeting on June 28, 2018, to 

discuss the protocol, which was cancelled by 
Neskantaga First Nation.  

- a letter sent on December 20, 2022, where the 
MFFN CAR Project Team attempted to initiate 
conversation and engage with the community, 
where no response was received. 

- an engagement questionnaire sent on July 29, 
2022, to which no response was received. 

- several attempts to offer meetings, both in-
person and virtually, to discuss and understand 
consultation protocols with Neskantaga First 
Nation. 

◼ On February 23, 2024, the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant followed up on the December 20, 
2022, letter, which noted the Project's interest in 
reconnecting and re-engaging with Neskantaga 
First Nation including the development of a 
custom consultation plan, the development and 
finalization of an IK Sharing Agreement and the 
invitation to join the Community Coordinator 
Program. The MFFN CAR Project Consultant 
inquired if there were any changes or updates 
needed for Neskantaga First Nation, as the last 
correspondence received from the community 
was February 23, 2023. 

◼ On May 20, 2025, the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant sent a letter to Chief Gary Quisess on 
behalf of MFFN, to re-engage Neskantaga First 
Nation and introduce the Project. The letter 
offered to develop a Custom Consultation Plan in 
order to engage and consult with the community 
that aligns with their protocols and referenced a 
June 19, 2018, document as MFFN's current 
understanding of Neskantaga First Nation's 
consultation protocol. The letter also noted they 
had not heard from the community since March 
2023 and extended an offer to meet in-person or 
virtually. 
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Topic / Issue 
Raised 

Specific Issue Raised  
Communication  

Channel  
Response / Action  Addressed in the EA / IS  

◼ On May 23, 2025, the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant followed up on the MFFN CAR Project 
introduction letter sent to Chief Gary Quisess on 
May 20, 2025. 

◼ On July 21, 2025, the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant emailed the Chief of Neskantaga First 
Nation to provide an introductory letter to the 
Project, on behalf of MFFN. The MFFN CAR 
Project Consultant noted a new email address for 
the Chief had recently been shared with the 
MFFN CAR Project Team. The MFFN CAR 
Project Consultant noted the letter had been re-
sent to ensure it was properly received by the 
Chief of Neskantaga First Nation. The MFFN CAR 
Project Consultant noted interest in meeting to 
answer any questions the Chief may have 
regarding the Project.  

Consultation 
Methods, Provincial 
Government 
Involvement, 
Provincial EA 
Process, Federal IA 
Process 

Litigation with Ontario and MFFN in 
Relation to Consultation Processes  
◼ On February 7, 2023, Joe Sakanee 

emailed the MFFN CAR Project 
Team to provided a letter on behalf 
of the Chief of Neskantaga First 
Nation stating they would not be 
attending the ATRI Forum in 
Thunder Bay on February 8 and 9, 
2023, as Neskantaga First Nation is 
engaged in litigation with the 
Province of Ontario and the road 
proponent First Nations (MFFN and 
Webequie First Nation) in regards to 
the consultation processes for the 
EA / IS. The letter noted that the 
litigation set out clearly what 
Neskantaga First Nation considers 
to be a meaningful process that 
would respect their laws and 
protocols in respect to decision-
making in their homelands. It was 
noted that Neskantaga First Nation 
expects the Province of Ontario to 
engage according to their protocols, 
which has not happened to date. It 
was also noted that the ATRI Forum 

◼ Email 
◼ Letter 

◼ On April 12, 2023, the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant emailed the Chief of Neskantaga First 
Nation to provide a letter on behalf of the Chief of 
MFFN in response to Neskantaga First Nation's 
February 7, 2023, letter. The letter acknowledged 
the ongoing litigation between Neskantaga First 
Nation and the Province of Ontario. The letter 
outlined that the MFFN CAR Project Team has 
not received a clear or concise document that 
outlines Neskantaga First Nation's consultation 
protocol other than the community's "Community 
Protocol Development", received in June 2018. It 
was noted that MFFN still agrees to meet with the 
community following the same terms outlined in 
the protocol received and requested that the most 
recent consultation protocol be sent to the Project. 
The letter outlined several other attempts to 
discuss and engage with Neskantaga First Nation 
related to consultation methods and protocols, 
including: 
- a proposed meeting on June 28, 2018, to 

discuss the protocol, which was cancelled by 
Neskantaga First Nation.  

- a letter sent on December 20, 2022, where the 
MFFN CAR Project Team attempted to initiate 
conversation and engage with the community, 
where no response was received. 

◼ This comment falls outside of the 
scope of the Community Access 
Road and has been directed to 
the appropriate government 
agency. 

◼ Additional information related to 
the consultation process is in 
Section 11. 

◼ Specific information related to 
Neskantaga First Nation is in 
Appendix X, the Final EA / IS 
RoCE.  
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Topic / Issue 
Raised 

Specific Issue Raised  
Communication  

Channel  
Response / Action  Addressed in the EA / IS  

does not meet the conditions for a 
meaningful conversation. 

- an engagement questionnaire sent on July 29, 
2022, to which no response was received. 

- several attempts to offer meetings, both in-
person and virtually, to discuss and understand 
consultation protocols with Neskantaga First 
Nation. 

◼ On February 23, 2024, the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant emailed the Chief of Neskantaga First 
Nation to follow up on the December 20, 2022, 
letter, which noted the MFFN CAR Project Team's 
interest in reconnecting and re-engaging with 
Neskantaga First Nation including the 
development of a custom consultation plan. The 
MFFN CAR Project Consultant inquired if there 
were any changes or updates needed for 
Neskantaga First Nation, as the last 
correspondence received from the community 
was February 23, 2023. 

◼ On May 20, 2025, the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant emailed the Chief of Neskantaga First 
Nation to provide a letter on behalf of the Chief of 
MFFN, looking to re-engage Neskantaga First 
Nation and introduce the Project. The letter 
offered to develop a Custom Consultation Plan in 
order to engage and consult with the community 
that aligns with their protocols and referenced a 
June 19, 2018, document as MFFN's current 
understanding of Neskantaga First Nation's 
consultation protocol. The letter also noted they 
had not heard from the community since March 
2023 and extended an offer to meet in-person or 
virtually. 

◼ On May 23, 2025, the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultation emailed the Chief of Neskanataga 
First Nation to follow up on the MFFN CAR 
Project introduction letter sent to the Chief on May 
20, 2025. 
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Topic / Issue 
Raised 

Specific Issue Raised  
Communication  

Channel  
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Aboriginal and 
Treaty Rights, 
Consultation 
Methods, Provincial 
EA Process, 
Federal IA Process, 
Provincial 
Government 
Involvement 

Free, Prior and Informed Consent for 
Various Road Projects  
◼ On February 7, 2023, Jo Sakanee 

emailed the MFFN CAR Project 
Team to provide a letter on behalf of 
the Chief of Neskantaga First Nation 
noting they are in litigation with the 
Province of Ontario and the road 
project proponents (MFFN and 
Webequie First Nation). Neskantaga 
First Nation noted they had not 
provided their free, prior or informed 
consent in relation to the MFFN 
CAR Project and that the 
consultation processes in relation to 
the EA / IS for the road projects is 
flawed. 

◼ Email 
◼ Letter 

◼ On April 12, 2023, the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant emailed the Chief of Neskantaga First 
Nation to provide a letter on behalf of the Chief of 
MFFN in response to Neskantaga First Nation's 
February 7, 2023, letter. The letter acknowledged 
the ongoing litigation between Neskantaga First 
Nation and the Province of Ontario and that the 
Project, Province and Federal Government all have 
a different relationship with Neskantaga First Nation. 
The letter outlined that the MFFN CAR Project Team 
has not received a clear or concise document that 
outlines Neskantaga First Nation's consultation 
protocol other than the community's "Community 
Protocol Development", received in June 2018. It 
was noted that MFFN still agrees to meet with the 
community following the same terms outlined in the 
protocol received and requested that the most recent 
consultation protocol be sent to the Project. The 
letter outlined several other attempts to discuss and 
engage with Neskantaga First Nation related to 
consultation methods and protocols, including: 
- a proposed meeting on June 28, 2018, to 

discuss the protocol, which was cancelled by 
Neskantaga First Nation.  

- a letter sent on December 20, 2022, where the 
MFFN CAR Project Team attempted to initiate 
conversation and engage with the community, 
where no response was received. 

- an engagement questionnaire sent on July 29, 
2022, to which no response was received. 

- several attempts to offer meetings, both in-
person and virtually, to discuss and understand 
consultation protocols with Neskantaga First 
Nation. 

◼ On May 31 and June 6, 2023, the MFFN CAR 
Project Consultant emailed key contacts from 
Neskantaga First Nation to follow up on the April 
12, 2023, email and response letter. The MFFN 
CAR Project Consultant requested confirmation 
that the letter was received. 

◼ On February 19, 2025, the MFFN CAR Project 
Team shared the Draft EA / IS with Neskantaga 
First Nation. Neskantaga First Nation had until 
June 23, 2025, to review and provide feedback on 
the Draft EA / IS.  

◼ This comment falls outside of the 
scope of the Community Access 
Road and has been directed to 
the appropriate government 
agency. 

◼ Additional information related to 
the consultation process is in 
Section 11. 

◼ Specific information related to 
Neskantaga First Nation is in 
Appendix X, the Final EA / IS 
RoCE.  
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◼ On May 20, 2025, the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant emailed the Chief of Neskantaga First 
Nation to provide a letter on behalf of the Chief of 
MFFN, looking to re-engage Neskantaga First 
Nation and introduce the Project. The letter offered 
to develop a Custom Consultation Plan in order to 
engage and consult with the community that aligns 
with their protocols and referenced a June 19, 
2018, document as MFFN's current understanding 
of Neskantaga First Nation's consultation protocol. 
The letter also noted they had not heard from the 
community since March 2023 and extended an 
offer to meet in-person or virtually. 

◼ On May 23, 2025, the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultation emailed the Chief of Neskantaga 
First Nation to follow up on the MFFN CAR 
Project introduction letter sent to the Chief on May 
20, 2025. The MFFN CAR Project Consultant 
inquired if Neskantaga First Nation intended to 
provide comments on the Draft EA / IS. 

◼ As of September 5, 2025, no comments were received 
on the Draft EA / IS by Neskantaga First Nation. 

Construction, 
General Project 

Three Road Projects Considered 
Segments of One Road  
◼ On February 7, 2023, Jo Sakanee 

emailed the MFFN CAR Project 
Team to provide a letter on behalf of 
the Chief noting that Neskantaga 
First Nation believes the three road 
projects are three segments of one 
road project and is intended to serve 
a potential mine site. 

◼ Email 
◼ Letter 

◼ On April 12, 2023, the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant emailed the Chief of Neskantaga First 
Nation to provide a letter on behalf of the Chief of 
MFFN in response to Neskantaga First Nation's 
February 7, 2023, letter. The letter outlined 
that MFFN CAR is a unique Project with a distinct 
purpose; to provide a reliable, multipurpose all-
season road allowing MFFN to connect to the 
existing provincial highway network and improve 
the well-being of their community. The letter noted 
that varying winter road conditions make 
transportation of goods and people to and from 
the community unreliable, which affects the 
community's well-being. 

◼ Section 2 describes the purpose 
of the Community Access Road 
and why it is needed. 

◼ Section 5 includes information on 
the preparation of the EA / IS, 
including the Terms of Reference 
which sets out the planning 
framework for the EA to follow.    

◼ In addition, the cumulative effects 
related to different projects are 
included in Section 10. This 
section includes predicted 
cumulative effects of the 
Preferred Route with the effects 
of past, present and reasonably 
foreseeable projects. Cumulative 
effects assessment methods and 
the Project Inclusions List were 
shared during PIC #4, #5, and #6, 
at the Aboriginal and / or Treaty 
Rights and Interests Forum #2, 
and at Three-Road Project 
Gathering and Expos #1 and #2. 
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Table 15-5:  Consultation and Engagement Log – Neskantaga First Nation 

Communication 
Date 

Method of  
Engagement 

In Out Contact Name (Title) Project Team Summary 

August 01, 2024 Email  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) 
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to key 
contacts from Neskantaga First Nation with the July 2024 
E-blast. The E-blast provided an overview of MFFN 
CAR’s past, current and upcoming activities including, 
summer field studies involving geotechnical 
investigations and the groundwater and geochemistry 
program, as well as in-community meetings with Aroland 
First Nation and MFFN. Links to the E-blast, MFFN 
CAR’s website and the route selection update video were 
included. 

September 04, 2024 Email  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) 
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to key 
contacts from Neskantaga First Nation with the August 
2024 E-blast. The E-blast provided an overview of MFFN 
CAR’s past, current and upcoming activities including the 
Draft EA / IS, the completion of Summer Field Programs, 
as well as information regarding the upcoming Fall Public 
Information Centres. Links to the E-blast, MFFN CAR’s 
website and the recorded webinars for the completed 
Summer Field Programs were included. 

September 18, 2024 Email  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) 
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to key 
contacts from Neskantaga First Nation with the 2024 Fall 
Groundwater and Geochemistry Program Update. The 
update provided the dates, September 28 - October 5, 5, 
that field crews are scheduled to carry out groundwater 
sampling and a notice was provided regarding the 
increase in traffic and noise within the study area during 
this time. Links to the field notice and MFFN CAR’s 
website were included. 

September 24, 2024 Email  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) 
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 
◼ Paul MacInnis (Ministry of Energy 

and Mines) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to key 
contacts from Neskantaga First Nation to provide a letter 
with advance notice and an update on the Draft EA / IS 
Report for the MFFN CAR Project, as well as a 
Frequently Asked Questions document. The letter 
described the purpose of the Draft EA / IS Report, what 
information will be provided to the community for review 
and how the input received from Indigenous communities 
will be used to prepare the Final EA / IS Report. The 
letter requested a key contact for Neskantaga First 
Nation and noted the exact date of the release of the 
Draft EA / IS Report and the review period timelines 
(Indigenous community and public / agency) would be 
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shared once confirmed. Information regarding funding 
through the Province of Ontario Participant Funding 
initiative was outlined and noted the Province would 
reach out to Neskantaga First Nation to discuss 
resourcing needs to review the Draft EA / IS Report. 
Finally, the letter outlined the various methods the Project 
Team would use to support Indigenous communities 
during their review and mentioned meetings to discuss 
the Draft EA / IS Report chapters and technical reports 
were encouraged. A questionnaire to identify a key 
contact and preferences related to the review period was 
additionally provided.  

September 25, 2024 Email  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) 
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant emailed key contacts 
from Neskantaga First Nation providing the sign up for 
the Project E-blast, and Project social media accounts. 
The MFFN CAR Project Consultant also noted that 
funding for the Community Coordinator Program was still 
available and explained the logistics of the Program. The 
MFFN CAR Project Consultant noted the IK Program and 
funding were still available and noted the Project is still 
accepting community-specific IK studies to be 
incorporated into the final ATRI Existing Conditions 
Report. Lastly, the MFFN CAR Project Consultant 
mentioned the deadline to submit comments on the 
Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment Report was August 
2, 2024, and mentioned since they had not heard from 
the community, the Project would move forward with 
finalizing the report. 

October 03, 2024 Email  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) 
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to key 
contacts from Neskantaga First Nation with the 
September 2024 E-blast. The E-blast provided an 
overview of MFFN CAR’s past, current, and upcoming 
activities, including the release of the Draft EA / IS to 
Indigenous communities, the National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation, information about Fall Field Programs, 
and the celebration of the Preferred Route. Links to the 
E-blast and MFFN CAR’s website were included. 

October 24, 2024 Email  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant emailed key contacts 
from Neskantaga First Nation to provide Project updates 
for October 2024. The MFFN CAR Project Consultant 
reshared a link to a questionnaire, previously sent on 
September 24, 2024, to identify a key contact and 
preferences related to the review of the Draft EA / IS 
Report. The MFFN CAR Project Consultant also followed 



MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION 
COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD 

Milestone 4: Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement 

January, 2026  Page 15-16 

Communication 
Date 

Method of  
Engagement 

In Out Contact Name (Title) Project Team Summary 

up on the IK Program, noting that funding is still available 
and that the Project is still accepting community-specific 
IK studies to be incorporated into the Final ATRI 
Assessment. The MFFN CAR Project Consultant noted 
they would follow up by phone the following week. 

October 29, 2024 Phone  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) ◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant called Chief Chris 
Moonias to provide Project updates for October 2024 and 
to identify a key contact and preferences related to the 
review of the Draft EA / IS Report. The MFFN CAR 
Project Consultant was notified that Chief Moonias was 
not in the office. 

November 05, 2024 Email  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) 
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to Chief 
Chris Moonias to provide an update on the discontinuation 
of the MFFN CAR Community Coordinator Program. The 
MFFN CAR Project Consultant shared that the timing 
window for participation in the program had passed and it 
is being discontinued and replaced with a one-time 
capacity funding payment to help support engagement in 
the CAR in a way that best suits the community. The 
MFFN CAR Project Consultant outlined the original 
objective of the program and recommended some uses for 
the capacity funding, such as activities to support the 
community’s review of the upcoming Draft EA / IS Report. 
The MFFN CAR Project Consultant requested a response 
on whether the community was interested in the capacity 
funding and payment information for the funding by 
February 28, 2025. 

November 05, 2024 Email  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) 
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to key 
contacts from Neskantaga First Nation with the October 
2024 E-blast. The E-blast provided an overview of MFFN 
CAR’s past, current, and upcoming activities, including a 
new What We Heard video, an update on the ATRI Study 
Areas, MFFN Community Meeting, and the date for the 
Upcoming Webinar: Building the Community Access 
Road. Links to the E-blast and MFFN CAR’s website 
were included. 

November 20, 2024 Email  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) 
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to key 
contacts from Neskantaga First Nation with an 
announcement for the Building the Community Access 
Road Webinar on Tuesday November 26, 2024. A link to 
register and the opportunity to ask questions ahead of 
time was included. For those unable to attend, a 
recording will be available online and the link was 
included in the email. 
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November 26, 2024 Email  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) 
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to key 
contacts from Neskantaga First Nation with a reminder 
for the Building the Community Access Road Webinar on 
Tuesday November 26, 2024. A link to register and the 
opportunity to ask questions ahead of time was included. 
For those unable to attend, a recording will be available 
online and the link was included in the email. 

November 29, 2024 Email  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) 
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to 
Chief Chris Moonias to provide the Milestone #3 
Progress Report for the MFFN CAR Project. The MFFN 
CAR Project Consultant provided a link to the report 
sections and noted edits or comments on the community-
specific sections were due by February 14, 2025, to be 
incorporated into the Draft Record of Consultation. The 
MFFN CAR Project Consultant also reminded Chief 
Moonias to fill out the questionnaire related to the Draft 
EA / IS review preferences and provided a link to the 
questionnaire. A meeting to discuss the reports was 
offered and confirmation the reports could be 
successfully downloaded was requested. 

December 02, 2024 Email  x ◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) ◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to attendees 
and registrants of the Building the Community Access 
Road Webinar. The MFFN CAR Project Team thanked 
those who registered and / or attended the webinar, 
provided a brief overview of the webinar and a link to the 
webinar recording. More webinars would be available in 
2025. 

December 16, 2024 Email  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) 
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant emailed key contacts 
from Neskantaga First Nation with year-end updates and 
upcoming 2025 activities. The MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant followed up Neskantaga First Nation’s interest 
in participation in the IK Program, including sharing 
information and funding, and asked the community to 
reach out to discuss the program further. The MFFN CAR 
Project Consultant reminded Neskantaga First Nation to 
complete a survey to identify a key contact for accessing 
the Draft EA / IS Report, scheduled for release in 2025, 
and included a survey link. The MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant noted that an email was sent on November 5, 
2024, with information on the discontinuation of the 
Community Coordinator Program and replacement with a 
one-time lump sum capacity funding and highlighted that 
any interest in the funding should be received by 
February 28, 2025. Feedback was requested on the 
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community-specific section of the Milestone #3 Progress 
Report, distributed November 29, 2024, by February 14, 
2025. Feedback options included email, phone, or 
scheduling a meeting. The email outlined key milestones 
from 2024, including the Preferred Route selection for the 
road on August 26, 2024, confirmed by a Band Council 
Resolution from Marten Falls First Nation. The MFFN 
CAR Project Consultant noted participation in community 
meetings with Marten Falls First Nation in July and 
October 2024, Aroland First Nation in June and July 
2024, and the Three-Road Projects Gathering and Expo 
in June 2024. 

December 18, 2024 Phone  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) ◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant called Neskantaga 
First Nation with year-end updates. The person who 
answered the phone noted they had been accidentally 
receiving Neskantaga First Nation Band Office phone 
calls for a week due to some issues with phoneline work 
and noted email was the best way to get in contact with 
the community at the moment. 

December 18, 2024 Email  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) 
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to key 
contacts from Neskantaga First Nation with the 2024 
Year In Review E-blast. The E-blast provided an 
overview of MFFN CAR’s past, current, and upcoming 
activities, including a holiday message from Chief Bruce 
Achneepineksum, a recap of the activities and events 
that occurred throughout 2024, the release of a new 
video on the Preferred Route selection, and an update on 
the Draft EA / IS. Links to the E-blast and MFFN CAR’s 
website were included. 

January 15, 2025 Email  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) 
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to key 
contacts from Neskantaga First Nation with the 2025 
Winter Field Notice. The Field Notice provided an update 
to the Atigwag / Caribou Collar Removal Program and 
highlighted that field work has been scheduled to 
manually remove atigwag / caribou GPS radio tracking 
collars between February 10 to 28, 2025. Links to the 
MFFN CAR’s website, webinar recordings and videos 
were included. 

January 21, 2025 Email  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) 
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to key 
contacts from Neskantaga First Nation providing updates 
on the MFFN CAR and upcoming activities, including 
preparations for the release of the Draft EA / IS. The 
MFFN CAR Project Consultant included a reminder that 
all information regarding the Draft EA / IS will come from 
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a separate email account and requested that all 
questions or comments on the Draft EA / IS be directed 
to this address. The MFFN CAR Project Consultant 
encouraged Neskantaga First Nation to complete a 
survey to identify a key contact and preferences for 
accessing the Draft EA / IS document. A link to the 
survey was provided. The email clarified that if the survey 
is not completed, a link to the Draft EA / IS (~20,000 
pages) hosted on a website will be sent by default. The 
MFFN CAR Project Consultant invited Neskantaga First 
Nation to book an in-person or virtual meeting to assist 
with the review of the Draft EA / IS. The MFFN CAR 
Project Consultant included event details, instructions on 
how to register, and a link to book one-on-one time with 
the MFFN CAR Project Team at the Three Road Projects 
Gathering and Expo in Thunder Bay (February 19-20, 
2025) and Timmins (February 25-26, 2025). The MFFN 
CAR Project Consultant also offered to book in-person 
meetings outside of the event timeframe. The MFFN CAR 
Project Consultant also referenced the distribution of the 
Milestone #3 Progress Report on November 29, 2024, 
and requested feedback on the community-specific 
section by February 14, 2025. It was noted that feedback 
could be submitted via email, telephone, or by scheduling 
a meeting. 

January 21, 2025 Email  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) 
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to key 
contacts from Neskantaga First Nation providing 
additional updates on the MFFN CAR and upcoming 
activities. The MFFN CAR Project Consultant reminded 
Neskantaga First Nation of the Community Capacity 
Funding offered in November 2024 to support the review 
and commenting process on the Draft EA / IS. They were 
asked to confirm their interest in receiving the funding by 
February 28, 2025. 

February 10, 2025 Email  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) 
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to key 
contacts from Neskantaga First Nation with the January 
2025 E-blast. The E-blast provided an update on the 
Community Access Road including: The Draft EA / IS, 
2025 Three Road Projects Gathering and Expo, a new 
video on understanding project effects and mitigation, a 
reminder for the Winter 2025 Field Notice and information 
on the Indigenous Knowledge Program. Links to the 
MFFN CAR website, understanding project effects and 
mitigation video and the field notice were included. 
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February 13, 2025 Email  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) 
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼  

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to key 
contacts from Neskantaga First Nation to provide updates 
on the Draft EA / IS. The email noted that the Draft EA / 
IS would be available for review by Indigenous 
communities and groups on February 18, 2025, provided 
a link to the website where the Draft EA / IS is located 
and provided additional details. The email highlighted an 
Assessment Summary package to be mailed to 
Indigenous communities and groups and provided details 
of what was included in the package. The email provided 
a reminder that the Draft EA / IS public review period 
starts 60 days after the early release to Indigenous 
communities and groups, highlighting that Indigenous 
communities and groups have a total of 120 calendar 
days to provide their comments to the Project Team. It 
was noted that comments and feedback on the Draft EA / 
IS could be provided via the Project Website, email or 
letter until June 18, 2025. A link to the project website, 
email and mailing address were provided as well as the 
project phone number for any issues providing feedback. 
The email noted that four additional support documents 
would be released over the coming months, including the 
Milestone #3 Progress Report, Draft Record of 
Consultation and Engagement, community-specific ATRI: 
Draft IA Report and Community Well-being Technical 
Report. It was highlighted that any concerns raised by 
Indigenous communities and groups would be 
documented in the Final EA / IS Report. 

February 19, 2025 Email  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief)  
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to key 
contacts from Neskantaga First Nation announcing that 
the Draft EA / IS and supporting documents are now 
available online. The MFFN CAR Project Team outlined 
the timeline for review of the Draft EA / IS and stated that 
the final date for comments and feedback is June 18, 
2025. Methods of contact, including website, email, 
mailing address and phone number were provided to 
submit comments or feedback. 

February 19, 2025 Mail  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief)  
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team shipped the Assessment 
Summary: Draft EA / IS hard copy to the Neskantaga 
First Nation band office.  
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February 20, 2025 Email  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) 
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to key 
contacts from Neskantaga First Nation to provide updates 
on the MFFN CAR Project. The email noted that the Draft 
EA / IS was now available for review on the project 
website, provided the reminder that all questions and 
comments should be sent to the specific email address, 
and noted that an in-person or virtual meeting to discuss 
the Draft EA / IS was available upon request. The MFFN 
CAR Project Consultant followed up on the Community 
Capacity Funding Agreement to remind Neskantaga First 
Nation of the February 28, 2025, deadline to express 
interest in the funding. The MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant provided the reminder that feedback on the 
Milestone #3 Progress Report was due by February 14, 
2025, and that any feedback received after that date 
would be incorporated in the forthcoming Draft RoCE for 
Indigenous communities. Additional information regarding 
the Draft RoCE for Indigenous communities and other 
Milestone reports was provided. 

February 26, 2025 Email  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) 
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to key 
contacts from Neskantaga First Nation representatives to 
inform them that they will be out of office from February 
28 – March 9, 2025, returning March 10, 2025. The 
MFFN CAR Project Consultant stated that their 
colleague, Nolan Lachance, would be the main point of 
contact for project related inquiries during this time. Nolan 
was cc’d in the email. The MFFN CAR Project Consultant 
noted that if Neskantaga First Nation would like to 
discuss anything related to the project before the end of 
the week, to please reach out. 

March 04, 2025 Email  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) 
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to key 
contacts from Neskantaga First Nation with the February 
2025 E-blast. The E-blast provided an update on the 
Community Access Road including: The Draft EA / IS 
release to Indigenous communities, community meetings 
with Marten Falls First Nation, 2025 Three Road Projects 
Gathering and Expo and information on upcoming 
engagement activities including Public Information Centre 
#6 and webinars. Links to the MFFN CAR website were 
included. 
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March 26, 2025 Email  x ◼ Chris Moonias (Chief) 
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to key 
contacts from Neskantaga First Nation to provide updates 
on the MFFN CAR Project including the Draft EA / IS, 
upcoming webinar, and the IK Program Funding. The 
MFFN CAR Project Consultant noted that they were 
aware this was an election period for Neskantaga First 
Nation and asked that they provide any updated contact 
information, if necessary. The MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant noted that the Draft EA / IS was available for 
Indigenous community review and that all information 
related to the Draft EA / IS would come from a separate 
email account. They mentioned that all questions and 
comments should be sent to that email account and 
offered a meeting to discuss the Draft EA / IS. The MFFN 
CAR Project Consultant indicated that IK Program 
Funding was still available to Neskantaga First Nation, if 
desired. The MFFN CAR Project Consultant offered to 
answer any questions they may have regarding the 
program. The MFFN CAR Project Consultant also noted 
that the MFFN CAR webinar series was continuing in 
April and May and upcoming webinar topics included 
project effects and proposed mitigation measures for 
Land, Water and People. The MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant also noted that a new contact should be 
added in all future correspondence and introduced the 
new contact. 

April 03, 2025 Email  x ◼ Gary Quisess (Chief)  ◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to Chief 
Gary Quisessn with the March 2025 E-blast. The E-blast 
provided an update on the Community Access Road 
including: The public release of the Draft EA / IS, the 
Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada 2025 
Convention and upcoming spring 2025 webinars. Links to 
the MFFN CAR webinar archive and website were 
included. 

April 10, 2025 Email  x ◼ Gary Quisess (Chief) 
◼ LeRoy Moonias (Executive Secretary) 
◼ Wayne Moonias (Community 

Member) 
◼ Dayna Scott (Interim Advisor) 
◼ Scott Hamilton (Consultant) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to key 
contacts from Neskantaga First Nation announcing that 
the Community Well-Being Report is now available 
online, and those who requested hard copies will receive 
them shortly after. The MFFN CAR Project Team outlined 
the timeline for review of the Draft EA / IS and stated that 
the final date for comments and feedback is June 23, 
2025. Methods of contact, including website, email, 
mailing address and phone number were provided to 
submit comments or feedback. 
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May 20, 2025 Email  x ◼ Gary Quisess (Chief) 
◼ Bruce Achneepineskum (Marten Falls 

First Nation Chief) 
◼ Linda Moonias (Marten Falls First 

Nation Councillor) 
◼ Maria Baxter (Marten Falls First 

Nation Councillor) 
◼ Paul Achneepineskum (Marten Falls 

First Nation Councillor) 
◼ Rob Moonias (Marten Falls First 

Nation Councillor) 
◼ Russell Achneepineskum (Marten 

Falls First Nation Councillor) 
◼ Yvonne Baxter (Marten Falls First 

Nation Councillor) 
◼ Shane Baxter (Marten Falls First 

Nation Councillor) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant) 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to 
Chief Gary Quisess to introduce themselves and their 
role as the main Project contact for Neskantaga First 
Nation moving forward for the MFFN CAR Project. The 
MFFN CAR Project Consultant attached a letter from 
Chief Bruce Achneepineskum of MFFN, providing an 
update on the Project and aiming to re-engage with 
Neskantaga First Nation. The letter touched on the IK 
Program Funding and Community Capacity Program 
Funding opportunities, as well as the Draft EA / IS. The 
letter noted the last correspondence with Neskantaga 
First Nation occurred in March 2023 and extended an 
offer to meet in person or virtually to further discuss the 
Project. The MFFN CAR Project Consultant noted that 
they are available to answer any questions or concerns 
that Neskantaga First Nation may have regarding the 
Project and offered an in-person or virtual meeting if 
interested. The MFFN CAR Consultant inquired if any 
additional contacts from Neskantaga First Nation should 
be included in future correspondence, noting Dayna Scott 
and Scott Hamilton as previously included members in 
correspondence related to the Project. The MFFN CAR 
Project Consultant provided their contact information for 
any future correspondence. The MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant additionally attached a June 19, 2018, version 
of the Neskantaga First Nation Consultation Protocol for 
review, which is MFFN’s current understanding of their 
preferred consultation process. 

May 23, 2025 Email  x ◼ Gary Quisess (Chief) ◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to 
Chief Gary Quisess to provide updates on the MFFN 
CAR Project including upcoming events, engagement 
opportunities, and updates on the Draft EA / IS. The 
MFFN CAR Project Consultant began by acknowledging 
the difficulties Neskantaga First Nation is currently facing 
due to major flooding events and referenced a previous 
email / letter sent on behalf of MFFN on May 20, 2025, 
that provides further context on the Project. The MFFN 
CAR Project Consultant provided a reminder on how to 
submit comments and feedback on the Draft EA / IS, and 
that the review process concludes on June 23, 2025. The 
MFFN CAR Project Consultant offered an in-person or 
virtual meeting to discuss the Draft EA / IS and provide 
support for the review. The MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant noted the release of the Community 
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Wellbeing Report on April 10, 2025, to Indigenous 
communities and groups. The MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant also provided a reminder for PIC #6, 
happening May 26, 2025, in Thunder Bay, and May 29, 
2025, in Geraldton, noting that the first hour of each PIC 
is dedicated to Indigenous community members and 
provided a link with more information. The MFFN CAR 
Project Consultant provided details on the final webinar in 
the Draft EA / IS Series, providing a link to register for the 
People: Land and Resource Use webinar occurring on 
June 5, 2025. The MFFN CAR Project Consultant 
attached the PIC #6 meeting poster for review. 

May 26, 2025 Email  x ◼ Gary Quisess (Chief) ◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to 
Neskantaga First Nation inviting recipients to attend the 
upcoming Public Information Centre #6 on May 26 and 
29, 2025, in Thunder Bay and Geraldton, respectively. An 
informational poster for the event and a poster for the 
release of the Draft EA / IS release to the public was 
attached, and the date, time and location of each event 
were included in the body of the email. A link to the event 
information page was included. 

June 05, 2025 Email  x ◼ Gary Quisess (Chief) ◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to 
Neskantaga First Nation inviting recipients to register for 
the upcoming People: Land and Resource Use webinar 
on Thursday, June 5, 2025, from 4 to 5 p.m. EST. An 
invitation to reach out if Neskantaga First Nation is 
interested in a meeting to talk about any of the topics 
covered in the webinar series was also included. Links to 
the registration page for the webinar and the location to 
view previous webinars were included. 

June 11, 2025 Email  x ◼ Gary Quisess (Chief) ◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to 
Neskantaga First Nation with the May 2025 E-blast. The 
E-blast provided an update on the Community Access 
Road including: the upcoming conclusion of the Draft EA 
/ IS review period on June 23, 2025, new webinar 
recordings and informative videos, public materials from 
Public Information Centre #6 held May 26 and 29, 2025, 
and National Indigenous History Month. Links to the 
MFFN CAR Draft EA / IS website, project website, 
webinar recordings, videos, Public Information Centre #6 
materials and social media pages were included. 
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June 26, 2025 Email  x ◼ Gary Quisess (Chief) ◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to 
Chief Gary Quisess to provide updates on the MFFN 
CAR Project including updates on the Draft EA / IS and 
the Draft RoCE for Indigenous communities. The MFFN 
CAR Project Consultant noted that the review period for 
the Draft EA / IS had officially closed on June 23, 2025, 
and indicated that the report would help inform the Final 
EA / IS that will be submitted to the federal and provincial 
governments for review in mid to late 2026. The MFFN 
CAR Project Consultant provided a link to the PIC #6 
consultation materials. The MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant noted that the Draft RoCE for Indigenous 
communities will be released in Fall 2025. 

July 10, 2025 Email  x ◼ Gary Quisess (Chief) ◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant emailed the community-
specific ATRI: Draft IA Report to Neskantaga First Nation. 
The MFFN CAR Project Consultant noted that the Draft 
Report included information from publicly available sources 
and any Indigenous Knowledge reports received by the 
MFFN CAR Project before January 2025. It was also noted 
that the Draft Report outlined the assessment process for 
ATRI related to the Project, which focused specifically on 
Neskantaga First Nation. The MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant noted the review period for the Draft Report is 90 
calendar days and that if no feedback was received by 
October 8, 2025, the Draft Report would be finalized. The 
email also noted that any additional Indigenous Knowledge 
or details that could better inform the report would be used 
to refine the potential effects in the Draft Report and a final 
version would be provided to Neskantaga First Nation. A 
meeting was offered to discuss the Draft Report and answer 
any questions. 

July 15, 2025 Email  x ◼ Gary Quisess (Chief) ◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to 
Neskantaga First Nation with the June 2025 E-blast. The 
E-blast provided an update on the Community Access 
Road including: the conclusion of the Draft EA / IS review 
period on June 23, 2025, and upcoming 2025 Field 
Studies. Links to the MFFN CAR project website and 
social media pages were included. 

July 16, 2025 Email  x ◼ Gary Quisess (Chief) ◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to 
Neskantaga First Nation with corrections to the June 
2025 E-blast email including, the correct link for the June 
E-blast and attaching the Summer 2025 Field Notice. 
Links to the MFFN CAR project website, June 2025 E-
blast, Summer 2025 Field Notice and MFFN CAR social 
media pages were included. 
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July 21, 2025 Email  x ◼ Gary Quisess (Chief) ◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 
 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to 
Neskantaga First Nation to introduce themselves as the 
main point of contact for the MFFN CAR Project. The 
MFFN CAR Project Consultant noted a new email 
address for the Chief was found on the Neskantaga First 
Nation's website and it was added to the 
correspondence. The purpose of the MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant's role was outlined, including being the 
primary contact for inquiries, setting up meetings, 
distributing project updates, and receiving feedback. The 
email recalled a previous update letter sent on May 20, 
2025, which was reattached. The MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant asked for confirmation regarding the contact 
information for several individuals and inquired if anyone 
new should be added. The email also noted that a 
community-specific ATRI: Draft IA Report was shared on 
July 10, 2025, and that comments and feedback were 
being received until October 8, 2025. Finally, the MFFN 
CAR Project Consultant offered to meet in-person or 
virtually to discuss the project. 

July 28, 2025 Email  x ◼ Gary Quisess (Chief) ◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to 
Neskantaga First Nation to provide a reminder for the 
community-specific ATRI: Draft IA Report 90-day review 
period, distributed on July 10. 

July 29, 2025 Email  x ◼ Gary Quisess (Chief) ◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to 
Neskantaga First Nation to provide July Project updates 
for MFFN CAR. The email noted that the Draft RoCE for 
Indigenous communities is planned to be released in Fall 
of 2025, and methods of providing feedback on the RoCE 
will be released at that time. The summer 2025 field 
notice was provided noting that the three ongoing field 
programs include Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment, 
groundwater well decommissioning, and geotechnical 
investigations. 

July 31, 2025 Email  x ◼ Gary Quisess (Chief) ◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to 
Neskantaga First Nation with an update on field work 
regarding the Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment. The 
email informed recipients that the field work will take place 
from August 7, 2025, to August 25, 2025, (pending 
weather and / or site conditions). Recipients were informed 
that those located within the study area may notice an 
increase in air traffic as field crews will be accessing sites 
by helicopter. Links to the Field Notice, MFFN CAR project 
website and social media pages were included. 
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August 07, 2025 Email  x ◼ Gary Quisess (Chief) ◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to 
Neskantaga First Nation with the July 2025 E-blast. The 
E-blast provided an update on the Community Access 
Road including: the latest on the Draft EA / IS, Plain 
Language Summaries available in five languages, New 
Video: Understanding Cumulative Effects, a reminder of 
the Draft EA / IS Series and upcoming 2025 field work. 
Links to the MFFN CAR project website, plain language 
summaries, technical reports, Cumulative Effects video, 
webinar recordings, Field Notice and social media pages 
were included. 

August 22, 2025 Email  x ◼ Gary Quisess (Chief) ◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to 
Neskantaga First Nation to provide August 2025 Project 
updates for MFFN CAR. The email shared a link to an 
educational video about cumulative effects in relation to 
the MFFN CAR Project. A follow up on the community-
specific ATRI: Draft IA Report, which was originally 
circulated on July 10, 2025, was also provided. 

 


