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24. Chiefs of Ontario 

Table 24-1:  Community Profile 

Key Identifiers  Details 

Location: 468 Queen Street East, Suite 400, Toronto, ON M5A 1T7 

Indigenous Communities: 133 First Nations communities located within boundaries of the province of Ontario 

Project Team Lead: Gabbie Ratajczak 

 

Figure 24-1:  Chiefs of Ontario Distribution of Communication 
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Table 24-2:  Summary of Participation During Milestone 4  

Activity Status 

Date of last outgoing communication from MFFN CAR Project Team (email or phone): August 27, 2025 (Email) 

Date of last incoming communication from community (email or phone): October 1, 2024 (Email) 

Participation in Indigenous Knowledge (IK) Program:  Status of IK Sharing Agreement (IKSA): N/A 

Status of IK Funding Agreement (IKFA): N/A 

IK information provided: N/A 

Participation in Community Coordinator Program / Community Capacity Funding Program: N/A 

Provided comments on the Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) / Impact Statement (IS): No 

Provided comments on the community-specific Aboriginal and / or Treaty Rights and Interests 
(ATRI): Draft Impact Assessment (IA) Report:  

No 

Provided comments on the Community Well-Being Report: No 

Provided comments on the milestone progress reports: No 

  

Table 24-3:  Key Consultation and Engagement Activities Undertaken During Milestone 4 

Date Consultation and Engagement Activity 

Aug 01, 2024 July 2024 E-blast distributed via email. 

Sep 04, 2024 August 2024 E-blast distributed via email. 

Sep 18, 2024 Fall 2024 Groundwater and Geochemistry Program Update distributed via email. 

Sep 25, 2024 Letter and frequently asked questions (FAQ) regarding the circulation of the Draft EA / IS distributed via email. 

Sep 27, 2024 Outreach regarding Project updates including the Indigenous Knowledge Program distributed via email. A meeting was offered. 

Oct 03, 2024 September 2024 E-blast distributed via email. 

Oct 30, 2024 Outreach regarding Project updates including the Indigenous Knowledge Program and a survey for the Draft EA / IS distributed via email. A meeting was offered 

Nov 05, 2024 October 2024 E-blast distributed via email. 

Nov 20, 2024 Building the Community Access Road webinar announcement distributed via email. 

Nov 26, 2024 Building the Community Access Road webinar reminder distributed via email. 

Nov 29, 2024 Milestone #3 Progress Report distributed via email. 

Dec 17, 2024 Outreach regarding Project updates including a year-end message, the Draft EA / IS and feedback for the Milestone #3 Progress Report distributed via email. A 
meeting was offered. 

Dec 18, 2024 2024 Year in Review E-blast distributed via email. 

Jan 15, 2025 2025 Winter Field Notice distributed via email. 

Jan 23, 2025 Outreach regarding Project updates including the release of the Draft EA / IS and feedback for the Milestone #3 Progress Report distributed via email. A 
meeting was offered. 

Feb 10, 2025 January 2025 E-blast distributed via email. 

Feb 13, 2025 Notification of upcoming Draft EA / IS early release to Indigenous communities distributed via email. A meeting was offered. 

Feb 19, 2025 Notification of availability of Draft EA / IS on website distributed via email. 

Feb 19, 2025 Assessment Summary: Draft EA / IS hard copy shipped to the Chiefs of Ontario office. 

Feb 21, 2025 Outreach regarding Project updates including the Draft EA / IS and feedback for the Milestone #3 Progress Report distributed via email. A meeting was offered. 
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Date Consultation and Engagement Activity 

Mar 04, 2025 February 2025 E-blast distributed via email. 

Mar 28, 2025 Outreach regarding Project updates including information on the Draft EA / IS and upcoming webinars distributed via email. A meeting was offered. 

Apr 03, 2025 March 2025 E-blast distributed via email. 

Apr 10, 2025 Community Well-Being report availability announcement distributed via email. 

Apr 29, 2025 Outreach regarding Project updates including release of the Community-Well Being report, the Draft EA / IS, PIC #6 and upcoming webinars distributed via 
email. A meeting was offered. 

Apr 30, 2025 Draft EA / IS webinar series reminder distributed via email. 

May 06, 2025 Notification for Community Well-Being webinar distributed via email. 

May 08, 2025 April 2025 E-blast distributed via email. 

May 20, 2025 Notification for Fish and Fish Habitat webinar distributed via email. 

May 26, 2025 Outreach regarding Project updates, including the Draft EA / IS, Public Information Centre #6 and upcoming webinars distributed via email. A meeting was 
offered. 

May 26, 2025 Notification for Public Information Centre #6 distributed via email. 

Jun 05, 2025 Reminder for People: Land and Resource Use webinar distributed via email. 

Jun 11, 2025 May 2025 E-blast distributed via email. 

Jun 26, 2025 Outreach regarding Project updates, including the Draft EA / IS, Public Information Centre #6 and the Draft RoCE for Indigenous Communities distributed via 
email. A meeting was offered. 

Jul 15, 2025 June 2025 E-blast and Summer / Fall 2025 Field Notice distributed via email. 

Jul 16, 2025 June 2025 E-blast and Summer / Fall 2025 Field Notice correction distributed via email. 

Jul 29, 2025 Outreach regarding Project updates including field programs and the Draft RoCE for Indigenous Communities distributed via email. 

Jul 31, 2025 Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment update distributed via email. 

Aug 07, 2025 July 2025 E-blast distributed via email. 

Aug 27, 2025 Outreach regarding Project updates including the new cumulative effects video distributed via email. A meeting was offered. 

 

Table 24-4:  Summary of Feedback Received and Response / Action – Chiefs of Ontario 

Topic / Issue 
Raised 

Specific Issue Raised  
Communication  

Channel  
Response / Action Addressed in the EA / IS  

N/A No issues raised during August 1, 2024, – September 5, 2025, reporting period. N/A N/A N/A 
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Table 24-5:  Consultation and Engagement Log – Chiefs of Ontario 

Communication 

Date 

Method of  

Engagement 
In Out Contact Name (Title) Project Team Summary 

August 01, 2024 Email  x ◼ Glen Hare (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario with the July 2024 E-blast. The E-
blast provided an overview of MFFN CAR’s past, 
current and upcoming activities including, summer field 
studies involving geotechnical investigations and the 
groundwater and geochemistry program, as well as in-
community meetings with Aroland First Nation and 
Marten Falls First Nation. Links to the E-blast, MFFN 
CAR’s website and the route selection update video 
were included. 

September 04, 2024 Email  x ◼ Glen Hare (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario with the August 2024 E-blast. The E-
blast provided an overview of MFFN CAR’s past, 
current and upcoming activities including the Draft EA / 
IS, the completion of Summer Field Programs, as well 
as information regarding the upcoming Fall Public 
Information Centres. Links to the E-blast, MFFN CAR’s 
website and the recorded webinars for the completed 
Summer Field Programs were included. 

September 18, 2024 Email  x ◼ Glen Hare (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario with the 2024 Fall Groundwater and 
Geochemistry Program Update. The update provided 
the dates, September 28 - October 5, 2024, that field 
crews are scheduled to carry out groundwater sampling 
and a notice was provided regarding the increase in 
traffic and noise within the study area during this time. 
Links to the field notice and MFFN CAR’s website were 
included. 

September 25, 2024 Email  x ◼ Glen Hare (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Dorothy Moszynski (Ministry of the 

Environment, Conservation and Parks) 
◼ Sasha McLeod (Ministry of the 

Environment, Conservation and Parks) 
◼ Paul MacInnis (Ministry of Energy and 

Mines) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario with an attached letter and frequently 
asked questions (FAQ) regarding the circulation of the 
Draft EA / IS for the MFFN CAR for review and 
comment. Some topics that will be described in the 
Draft EA / IS were indicated, and a link to the 
questionnaire to identify a key contact and preferences 
related to the review process was shared. A meeting 
was offered. 
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Communication 

Date 

Method of  

Engagement 
In Out Contact Name (Title) Project Team Summary 

September 27, 2024 Email  x ◼ Glen Hare (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario with upcoming activities related to the 
MFFN CAR including the Indigenous Knowledge 
Program. The MFFN CAR Project Consultant provided 
contact information in the event the Chiefs of Ontario 
would like to provide Indigenous Knowledge. Links for 
the social media pages were shared. A meeting was 
offered. 

October 01, 2024 Email x  ◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) ◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant received an email 
from the Chiefs of Ontario regarding updated contact 
information. 

October 01, 2024 Email  x ◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) ◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario acknowledging the updated contact 
information. 

October 03, 2024 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario with the September 2024 E-blast. The 
E-blast provided an overview of MFFN CAR’s past, 
current, and upcoming activities, including the release 
of the Draft EA / IS to Indigenous Communities, the 
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, information 
about Fall Field Programs, and the celebration of the 
Preferred Route. Links to the E-blast and MFFN CAR’s 
website were included. 

October 30, 2024 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario providing an update of upcoming 
activities regarding the MFFN CAR Project, including 
information to provide Indigenous Knowledge and a 
survey for the receipt of the Draft EA / IS. The MFFN 
CAR Project Consultant also congratulated the new 
Ontario Regional Chief on their recent position 
succession. A meeting was offered. 

November 05, 2024 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario with the October 2024 E-blast. The E-
blast provided an overview of MFFN CAR’s past, 
current, and upcoming activities, including a new What 
We Heard video, an update on the ATRI Study Areas, 
MFFN Community Meeting, and the date for the 
Upcoming Webinar: Building the Community Access 
Road. Links to the E-blast and MFFN CAR’s website 
were included. 
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Communication 

Date 

Method of  

Engagement 
In Out Contact Name (Title) Project Team Summary 

November 20, 2024 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario with an announcement for the 
Building the Community Access Road Webinar on 
Tuesday November 26, 2024. A link to register and the 
opportunity to ask questions ahead of time was 
included. For those unable to attend, a recording will be 
available online and the link was included in the email. 

November 26, 2024 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario with a reminder for the Building the 
Community Access Road Webinar on Tuesday 
November 26, 2024. A link to register and the 
opportunity to ask questions ahead of time was 
included. For those unable to attend, a recording will be 
available online and the link was included in the email. 

November 29, 2024 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario sharing an update regarding the 
review of Milestone #3 Progress Report with the review 
deadline date. Links to the report and the key contact 
questionnaire were shared. The MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant welcomed any questions  to discuss the 
report and timelines. A meeting was offered. 

December 17, 2024 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario sharing updates of upcoming 
activities including the 2024 year-end message, the 
Draft EA / IS key contact and preferences survey and 
requesting feedback for the Milestone #3 Progress 
Report. A meeting was offered. 

December 18, 2024 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario with the 2024 Year In Review E-blast. 
The E-blast provided an overview of MFFN CAR’s past, 
current, and upcoming activities, including a holiday 
message from Chief Bruce Achneepineskum, a recap 
of the activities and events that occurred throughout 
2024, the release of a new video on the  Preferred 
Route selection, and an update on the Draft EA / IS. 
Links to the E-blast and MFFN CAR’s website were 
included. 



MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION 
COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD 

Milestone 4: Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement 

January, 2026  Page 24-7 

Communication 

Date 

Method of  

Engagement 
In Out Contact Name (Title) Project Team Summary 

January 15, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario with the 2025 Winter Field Notice. 
The Field Notice provided an update to the Atigwag / 
Caribou Collar Removal Program and highlighted that 
field work has been scheduled to manually remove 
atigwag / caribou GPS radio tracking collars between 
February 10 to 28, 2025. Links to the MFFN CAR’s 
website, webinar recordings and videos were included. 

January 23, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario sharing updates of the upcoming 
activities occurring regarding the Community Access 
Road. The updates included important information and 
reminders regarding the release of the Draft EA / IS 
and Milestone #3 Progress Report feedback. A meeting 
was offered. 

February 10, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario with the January 2025 E-blast. The E-
blast provided an update on the Community Access 
Road including: The Draft EA / IS, 2025 Three Road 
Projects Gathering and Expo, a new video on 
understanding project effects and mitigation, a reminder 
for the Winter 2025 Field Notice and information on the 
Indigenous Knowledge Program. Links to the MFFN 
CAR website, understanding project effects and 
mitigation video and the field notice were included. 

February 13, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent the Chiefs of 
Ontario an email to announce that the Draft EA / IS is 
available for review as of February 18, 2025. The email 
reviewed the documents that would be made available 
alongside the Draft, and how comments can be 
submitted to the Project Team regarding the 
Community Access Road. It was noted that the review 
period ends June 18, 2025. A meeting was offered. 

February 19, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to 
the Chiefs of Ontario announcing that the Draft EA / IS 
and supporting documents are now available online. 
The MFFN CAR Project Team outlined the timeline for 
review of the Draft EA / IS and stated that the final date 
for comments and feedback is June 18, 2025. Methods 
of contact, including website, email, mailing address 
and phone number were provided to submit comments 
or feedback. 
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Communication 

Date 

Method of  

Engagement 
In Out Contact Name (Title) Project Team Summary 

February 19, 2025 Mail – 

Outgoing 

  ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team shipped the Assessment 
Summary: Draft EA / IS hard copy to the Chiefs of 
Ontario office. 

February 21, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario providing an update about the 
upcoming activities occurring regarding the Community 
Access Road. It was also indicated that a copy of the 
Draft EA / IS is available for review. The deadline to 
provide feedback on the Milestone #3 Progress Report 
was February 14, 2025. Feedback was requested by 
this date to allow for updates before the report made 
publicly available. However, feedback received after the 
deadline would still be accepted for incorporation into 
the Draft RoCE for Indigenous Communities. A meeting 
was offered. 

March 04, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario with the February 2025 E-blast. The 
E-blast provided an update on the Community Access 
Road including: The Draft EA / IS release to Indigenous 
communities, community meetings with Marten Falls 
First Nation, 2025 Three Road Projects Gathering and 
Expo and information on upcoming engagement 
activities including Public Information Centre #6 and 
webinars. Links to the MFFN CAR website were 
included. 

March 28, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario regarding upcoming activities 
occurring for the Community Access Road. Updates 
included preparing for the release of the Draft EA / IS, 
informing the Chiefs of Ontario of the Draft EA / IS 
email address, encouraging the Chiefs of Ontario to 
book a meeting and providing information regarding 
upcoming webinars. A meeting was offered. 
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Communication 

Date 

Method of  

Engagement 
In Out Contact Name (Title) Project Team Summary 

April 03, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario with the March 2025 E-blast. The E-
blast provided an update on the Community Access 
Road including: The public release of the Draft EA / IS, 
the Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada 
2025 Convention and upcoming spring 2025 webinars. 
Links to the MFFN CAR webinar archive and website 
were included. 

April 10, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to the Chiefs 
of Ontario announcing that the Community Well-Being 
Report is now available online, and those who requested 
hard copies will receive them shortly after. The MFFN 
CAR Project Team outlined the timeline for review of the 
Draft EA / IS and stated that the final date for comments 
and feedback is June 23, 2025. Methods of contact, 
including website, email, mailing address and phone 
number were provided to submit comments or feedback. 

April 29, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario regarding upcoming activities occurring 
for the Community Access Road. Updates included the 
commencement of the public review period, encouraging 
Indigenous communities and groups to book a meeting 
and the release of the Community Well-Being report for 
the Draft EA / IS. Information was also shared for Public 
Information Centre (PIC) #6 and upcoming webinars. A 
meeting was offered. 

April 30, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario with a reminder for the new webinar 
series on the Draft EA / IS. The reminder provided 
information on upcoming webinars, including: 
Community Well-Being, Land: Ungulates (Moose and 
Caribou), Water: Fish and Fish Habitat and People: 
Land and Resource Use. Links to the MFFN CAR 
website and to register for the Community Well-Being 
webinar were included. 

May 06, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario with a reminder for the Community-
Well Being webinar. The reminder provided the time 
and access to the virtual webinar, in addition to 
information on upcoming webinars, including: Land: 
Ungulates (Moose and Caribou), Water: Fish and Fish 
Habitat and People: Land and Resource Use. Links to 
the MFFN CAR website and to register for the 
Community Well-Being webinar were included. 
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Communication 

Date 

Method of  

Engagement 
In Out Contact Name (Title) Project Team Summary 

May 08, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario with the April 2025 E-blast. The E-
blast provided an update on the Community Access 
Road including: The public release of the Draft EA / IS, 
a new video on the introduction to the Draft EA / IS, 
Valued Components: Impact of the Community Access 
Road on Ungulates webinar and other upcoming 
webinars and an invitation to Public Information Centre 
#6. Links to the MFFN CAR Draft EA / IS website, 
project website, introduction to the Draft EA / IS video, 
webinar registration portal and social media pages 
were included. 

May 20, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario inviting recipients to register for the 
upcoming Fish and Fish Habitat webinar on Thursday 
May 22, 2025, from 4 to 5 p.m. EST. A reminder for the 
upcoming webinar on June 5, 2025, was also provided. 
Links to the registration page for the webinar and the 
location to view previous webinars were included. 

May 26, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario regarding upcoming activities 
occurring for the Community Access Road. Updates 
included a reminder for the upcoming deadline to 
review the Draft Environ EA / IS. Public Information 
Centre (PIC) #6 was hosted in Thunder Bay and 
Geraldton, with the first hour dedicated to Indigenous 
community members, and the Chiefs of Ontario was 
informed of the upcoming webinars. The PIC #6 poster 
was attached to the email. A meeting was offered. 

May 26, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario inviting recipients to attend the 
upcoming Public Information Centre #6 on May 26 and 
29, 2025, in Thunder Bay and Geraldton, respectively. 
An informational poster for the event and a poster for 
the release of the Draft EA / IS release to the public 
was attached, and the date, time and location of each 
event were included in the body of the email. A link to 
the event information page was included. 



MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION 
COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD 

Milestone 4: Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement 

January, 2026  Page 24-11 

Communication 

Date 

Method of  

Engagement 
In Out Contact Name (Title) Project Team Summary 

June 05, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario inviting recipients to register for the 
upcoming People: Land and Resource Use webinar on 
Thursday, June 5, 2025, from 4 to 5 p.m. EST. An 
invitation to reach out if the Chiefs of Ontario is 
interested in a meeting to talk about any of the topics 
covered in the webinar series was also included. Links 
to the registration page for the webinar and the location 
to view previous webinars were included. 

June 11, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario with the May 2025 E-blast. The E-
blast provided an update on the Community Access 
Road including: the upcoming conclusion of the Draft 
EA / IS review period on June 23, 2025, new webinar 
recordings and informative videos, public materials 
from Public Information Centre #6 held May 26 and 29, 
2025, and National Indigenous History Month. Links to 
the MFFN CAR Draft EA / IS website, project website, 
webinar recordings, videos, Public Information Centre 
#6 materials and social media pages were included. 

June 26, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario regarding upcoming activities 
occurring for the Community Access Road. Updates 
included the end of the review period for the Draft EA / 
IS, providing information on Public Information Centre 
#6 and the upcoming release of the Draft Record of 
Consultation and Engagement for Indigenous 
Communities. A meeting was offered. 

July 15, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario with the June 2025 E-blast. The E-
blast provided an update on the Community Access 
Road including: the conclusion of the Draft EA / IS 
review period on June 23, 2025, and upcoming 2025 
Field Studies. Links to the MFFN CAR project website 
and social media pages were included. 

July 16, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario with corrections to the June 2025 E-
blast email including, the correct link for the June E-
blast and attaching the Summer 2025 Field Notice. 
Links to the MFFN CAR project website, June 2025 E-
blast, Summer 2025 Field Notice and MFFN CAR 
social media pages were included. 
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July 29, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario regarding upcoming activities 
occurring for the Community Access Road. The Draft 
Record of Consultation and Engagement for Indigenous 
Communities will be released in Fall 2025, and updates 
were provided for the field programs continuing 
throughout the summer, including the Stage 2 
Archaeological Assessment, Groundwater Well 
Decommissioning and Geotechnical Investigations. 

July 31, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario with an update on Field Work 
regarding the Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment. The 
email informed recipients that the field work will take 
place from August 7, 2025, to August 25, 2025, 
(pending weather and / or site conditions). Recipients 
were informed that those located within the study area 
may notice an increase in air traffic as field crews will 
be accessing sites by helicopter. Links to the Field 
Notice, MFFN CAR project website and social media 
pages were included. 

August 07, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Team 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Team sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario with the July 2025 E-blast. The E-
blast provided an update on the Community Access 
Road including: the latest on the Draft EA / IS, Plain 
Language Summaries available in five languages, New 
Video: Understanding Cumulative Effects, a reminder of 
the Draft EA / IS Series and upcoming 2025 field work. 
Links to the MFFN CAR project website, plain language 
summaries, technical reports, Cumulative Effects video, 
webinar recordings, Field Notice and social media 
pages were included. 

August 27, 2025 Email  x ◼ Abram Benedict (Ontario Regional Chief) 
◼ Julie Hill (Executive Assistant to ORC) 
◼ Sally Gaikezheyongai (Coordinator - 

Environment Sector) 
◼ Kathleen Padulo (Director of the 

Environment) 
◼ Chris Hoyos (Director of Policy and 

Communications) 

◼ MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant 

◼ The MFFN CAR Project Consultant sent an email to the 
Chiefs of Ontario with information on upcoming 
activities for the Community Access Road. A new video 
on cumulative effects was shared and a link to access 
the video was provided. The MFFN CAR Project 
Consultant also noted their availability to respond to 
any questions. A meeting was offered. 

 


