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B16.1  Outgoing Community Specific Correspondence  



From:                                                       Anderson, Victoria 
Sent:                                                         Wednesday, 25 September 2024 20:19
To:                                                            
Cc:                                                             

Subject:                                                   MFFN Community Access Road – About the Draft EA / IS
Attachments:                                         2024-09-25_About the Draft EA-IS Process_Nibinamik.pdf; FAQ - Draft EA  IS - September 2024.pdf
 
Dear Ogamakan Michael Sugarhead,
 
Please find attached a letter and frequently asked questions (FAQ) regarding the circulation of the Draft Environmental
Assessment / Impact Statement Report (Draft EA / IS) for the Marten Falls First Nation Community Access Road for your
community’s review and comment.
 
The Draft EA / IS, and supporting documents, will describe how the preferred route was determined and identify how the
proposed Community Access Road may affect the social, cultural, economic, and natural environment.
 
As we prepare to submit the Draft EA / IS, we want to ensure your community has easy access to the documents and has
identified a key community contact to help guide the review process.
 
Please fill out this questionnaire to identify a key contact and preferences related to the review process:

 
 
We will be in touch in the fall to discuss these matters with you but if you have any questions or concerns in the meantime,
please do not hesitate to contact me.
 
Sincerely,
 
Victoria Anderson BA, BSc
She/Her

Socio-Economic Specialist, Impact Assessment and Permitting, Western Canada

AECOM

Delivering a better world
LinkedIn | Twitter | Facebook | Instagram
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¶ Sasha McLeod, Special Project Officers, Ministry of the Environment  
¶ Dorothy Moszynski, Special Project Officers, Ministry of the Environment 
¶ Walter Oskineegish, Nibinamik First Nation Band Manager 
¶ Gershom Beaver, Nibinamik First Nation Band Manager 
¶ Norma Jean Wabasse, Nibinamik First Nation Chief and Council Executive Assistant 
¶ Roger Oskineegish, Nibinamik First Nation Road Lead 
¶ Riley Weyman, Legal Counsel, Pape Salter Teillet LLP 
¶ Wendy Koehler, Senior Program Manager, Jon Schiffer, CPA Professional Corporation  

mailto:info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
http://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
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Frequently Asked Questions ï Draft EA / IS  
Issued September 2024  

What is included in the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement Report (EA / 
IS)? 

The Draft EA / IS will be a large document (approximately 500 - 1000 pages) which includes 
thousands of pages of supporting documents. These range from technical documents on valued 
components (like noise, air quality, peatlandsðsee below question for a full list), individual 
Aboriginal and Treaty Rights and Interests (ATRI) reports, to the Records of Consultation & 
Engagement. We are here to help in your reviewðplain-language versions of select documents 
will be made available, and we encourage you to book time with us to discuss before we circulate 
the Draft EA / IS. 
 

 
 
How have Indigenous communities influenced the Draft EA / IS? 

Through consultation activities, the Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN) Community Access Road 
Project Team has collected feedback, information and Indigenous Knowledge to inform the final 
route selection and support the development of the Draft EA / IS. The ATRI / Three-Road Forums 
and Gatherings and Individual Community ATRI Existing Conditions Reports have facilitated the 
sharing of Indigenous Knowledge and provided a forum for open discussion around the proposed 
Community Access Road. The MFFN Community Access Road Project Team has engaged 22 
Indigenous communities over the course of the environmental assessment process, working with 
key contacts and representatives of the communities who have provided their expertise, asked 
questions, and flagged concerns and issues that should be addressed and included in the Draft EA 
/ IS. 
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Why is it important to provide your comments on the Draft Environmental Assessment / 
Impact Statement Report (Draft EA / IS)? 

We are providing a Draft EA / IS to Indigenous communities, the public and regulators to allow for 
an early review of our information, approach and findings. Your input on the Draft EA / IS will 
inform the preparation of the Final EA / IS and allow us to incorporate your input and consider 
concerns related to the proposed Community Access Road.  
 
How long do I have to review and provide comments on the Draft EA / IS? 

Members of the Indigenous communities we are engaging will have access to the Draft EA / IS this 
winter via their communityôs key contact (identified by your Chief and Council).  Indigenous 
communities have a minimum of 120 days to review and comment on the Draft EA / IS. If the 120 
days overlap with year-end holidays; then additional time will be added to compensate. Access to 
the Draft EA / IS for Indigenous communities is 60-days in advance of the public and regulatorsô 
review period. The exact review dates will be provided once confirmed.   

How and when will we get responses to the questions or comments that we provide on the 
Draft EA / IS? 

Comments and questions received during the review process will be recorded and responses 
tracked and addressed, where possible, in the Final EA / IS. In addition, during the review period, 
we encourage you to contact us to schedule a meeting so that we can discuss with you directly 
any questions or concerns you might have. Our intent, where appropriate, is to provide you an 
opportunity to review or discuss your comments and our proposed response in advance of 
submitting the Final EA / IS.  
 
What is the difference between the Draft EA / IS and the Final EA / IS version?  

The Final EA / IS will incorporate comments, questions and feedback received on the Draft EA / IS 
from Indigenous communities, the public and regulators. Additional information from studies not 
completed before the release of the Draft EA / IS may also be included (if applicable). Because the 
Final EA / IS will be submitted by MFFN to the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and 
Parks (MECP) and the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) for a decision by the 
Minister and Cabinet, it is important that communities participate in consultation on the Draft EA / 
IS, so that their input can be considered or addressed in the final version.  
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Where do we send our comments and feedback on the Draft EA / IS?  

Once the key contact has compiled your communityôs feedback, the comments / edits / questions 
can be sent to your MFFN Community Access Road Project Team contact or to the Community 
Access Road general email address: info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca. 
 
How will my feedback be received if I am not an official representative of my community 
(e.g., key contact)?  

Individual members of an Indigenous community are welcome to provide their own comments in 
addition to those provided on behalf of their community during the public review period. This input 
will be addressed along with other comments received from the public and regulators. 
 
What Technical Reports are included in the Draft EA / IS? 

The technical documents will include information on valued components existing conditions, 
effects assessment and cumulative effects.  
 
The following technical reports are included in the Draft EA / IS.  
1. Noise and Vibrations 10. Ungulates 

2. Groundwater and Geochemistry 11. Air Quality and Green House Gas  

3. Surface Water 12. Land Use 

4. Fish and Fish Habitat 13. Human Health  

5. Physiography, Terrain and Soils 14. Social 

6. Peatlands 15. Economics 

7. Vegetation 16. Visual  

8. Wildlife 17. Aboriginal and / or Treaty Rights Interests 
(ATRI) / Indigenous Knowledge 

9. Birds  

 
What are Cumulative Effects and the Inclusions List?  

Cumulative Effects are the potential effects of the Community Access Road combined with the  
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effects of other past, present and reasonably foreseeable future projects and activities. On their 
own, individual project effects may be minor, but when considered together with other project 
effects they may become significant.  
 
As part of the provincial EA and federal Impact Assessment (IA) process for the Community 
Access Road, an assessment of the potential cumulative effects is being completed. The 
preliminary project Inclusion List identifies potential projects that will be considered for inclusion in 
the Cumulative Effects Assessment, which will be part of the Draft EA / IS.  
 
How have Indigenous communities been consulted? 

Indigenous Knowledge Program 

The purpose of this program was to empower Indigenous communities to share information on 
their land and resource use, cultural practices and values, and rights and interests in the study 
area.  Participation in the program enabled participating communities to either share existing 
Indigenous Knowledge (IK) and Indigenous Land and Resource Use (ILRU) information 
(previously collected by communities) or to complete project-specific IK and ILRU Studies. 

Community Coordinator Program 

The Community Coordinator Program supports the Community Access Road activities, meetings 
and events, helping to make sure input is collected and shared back with the MFFN Community 
Access Road Project Team.  

Community Coordinators strengthen our collective efforts related to the EA / IA process and allow 
for a more open and responsive consultation and engagement between Indigenous communities 
and the MFFN Community Access Road Project Team. 

Reports 

Through the EA / IA process, the MFFN Community Access Road Project Team has worked with 
Indigenous communities to produce reports including: ATRI Existing Conditions Report, Milestone 
#1 and #2 Reports, Cultural Heritage Report, Stage 1 and Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment 
Reports, and the Interim Record of Consultation and Engagement (RoCE).  

In-person & virtual consultation activities 

To date, our consultation efforts have included: 

¶ Five in-person Public Information Centres (PICs), including dedicated hours for Indigenous 
Community members; 

¶ 31 in-person or virtual meetings with 11 communities, including 8 in-person or virtual 
meetings with MFFN; 

¶ Two in-person ATRI forums; 
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¶ An in-person Three-road Project Gathering & Expo; 
¶ Attendance at several conferences, including the Prospectors & Developers Association of 
Canada (PDAC) conference and the Matawa First Nations Management gathering. 

¶ Fourteen virtual webinars; and 
¶ Ongoing outreach including phone calls emails, virtual meetings, and in-person meetings 
with communities and tribal councils. 

Ш



From:                                                       Anderson, Victoria 
Sent:                                                         Friday, 27 September 2024 22:34
To:                                                            
Cc:                                                            

Subject:                                                   MFFN Community Access Road - What's New
Attachments:                                         
 
Hello Ogamakan Sugarhead,
 
I hope you’re doing well. I wanted to share the following information regarding the Marten Falls First Nation Community Access
Road for the month of September:

Community Coordinator Program
Funding for the Community Coordinator program is still available! We are looking for a Coordinator to represent
your community as the primary point of contact between Nibinamik First Nation and the MFFN CAR Project Team
as we work through the Environmental Assessment processes.
The Community Coordinator will provide advice, guidance and support for community engagement activities
related to the Community Access Road and, at this stage in the EA / IA process, will focus much of their time
preparing the community for the release of the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement in November
and for coordinating the review of this and associated documents. A job poster is attached to this email to
share with Community members. 
This position will receive $  per hour and is expected to be approximately 16 hours per week for up to 1 year (up
to Summer 2025).
We are flexible with respect to payment terms (e.g., to an individual or to the band council) and are open to
discussing what works best for your community. Please reach out to discuss.

Stay up to date!
To stay updated on ongoing activities for the MFFN CAR, sign up for our newsletter here: 

Follow us on Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram.
IK Program

We want to check in on the status of the Indigenous Knowledge Funding and Sharing Agreement that we had
shared with Nibinamik First Nation for review. While the December 11, 2023 deadline for the submission of
Indigenous Knowledge has passed, we can accommodate Nibinamik First Nation if you need additional time.
Please let us know your thoughts.

 
Please feel free to reach out if you have any questions, comments, or concerns.
 
All the best,
 
Victoria Anderson BA, BSc
She/Her

Socio-Economic Specialist, Impact Assessment and Permitting, Western Canada

AECOM

Delivering a better world
LinkedIn | Twitter | Facebook | Instagram

 

https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=bf&trkInfo=AQFw9jcb3UIu_AAAAY365dXY2yFsojHhoqFYT-zU8nekYKxIAs1owdH398Lfv83sB8jNzf0mSLXpN9bfli4ZLpPkev4rJzlJwSNUKff7-i3Yet0vALmOLt8GCINd39RFxMn-KJo=&original_referer=&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fmarten-falls-first-nation-all-season-community-access-road%2F
https://www.instagram.com/martenfallsaccessroad/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/aecom/
https://twitter.com/AECOM
https://www.facebook.com/AecomTechnologyCorporation/
https://www.instagram.com/aecom/


Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN) is undertaking a federal Impact 
Assessment (IA) and provincial environmental assessment (EA) 

for an all-season access road to our community. To support these 
studies, we are looking to hire Community Coordinators. 

If so, this could be the role for you!
The Community Coordinator will be a primary point of contact between your community and the 
MFFN Project Team. We will work closely with you as you help to involve your community in the 
environmental assessment processes.

Responsibilities
•	Coordinate between the MFFN Project Team and community members living in / outside ofyour 

community as per your local practices and in collaboration with Chief and Council;
•	Provide advice, guidance and support for community engagement activities related to the

Project including:
•	 Coordinate and organize logistics for meetings, workshops, events and / or school 

visits (e.g., book meeting spaces, order refreshments, help with truck / boat rentals and 
accommodations);

•	 Help identify meeting participants and information providers (e.g., youth and / or elders); 
Assist with meeting facilitation, note taking and meeting minute preparation, and 
coordinate translation services, if needed; and

•	 Organize distributing Project advertisements and notices in your community; either online 
(e.g., Facebook or posting in community);

•	Assist in collecting data / information in your community (e.g., Indigenous Knowledge 
Aboriginal and / or Treaty Rights and Interests, community and socio-economic information);

•	Assist in coordination of the review of the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement, 
and / or Aboriginal and / or Treaty Rights and Interests Reports.

WE’RE 
HIRING!

Are you a highly motivated person? Do you have strong organizational and
relationship building skills? Would you like to work with a great project team and

build experience in environmental management?

This position will receive $  per hour and is expected to be approximately 16 hours per week 
for up to 1 year (up to Summer 2025). If you or someone you know would like to learn more 
about the program, contact: Niki Angelis at info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca or 1-800-764-9114.

MARTEN FALLS FIRST NATION
ALL SEASON COMMUNITY ACCESS ROAD
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Update on the Study Areas for the Aboriginal and / or Treaty Rights 
and Interests Impact Assessment 

October 2024 

The purpose of this memo is to share further updates on the study areas for the Aboriginal and / or 
Treaty Rights and Interests (ATRI) Impact Assessment that will be completed for the Marten Falls First 
Nation (MFFN) Community Access Road (CAR) Project (the Project). The ATRI environmental discipline 
includes the following Valued Components and associated considerations for the assessment: 

¶ Indigenous Current Use of Land and Resources for Traditional Purposes �t refers to activities 
�š�Z���š�����Œ�����]�v�š���P�Œ���o���š�}���������}�u�u�µ�v�]�š�Ç�[�•���Á���Ç���}�(���o�]�(�������v�������µ�o�š�µ�Œ�����~�Z�µ�v�š�]�v�P�U���š�Œ���‰�‰�]�v�P�U���(�]�•�Z�]�v�P�U���‰�o���v�š��
harvesting, ceremonial or spiritual practices, and other cultural practices), and considers direct 
impacts from construction and operation (physical disturbance), changes to the quality and / or 
quantity of resources, and changes to access to sites and areas used for these activities; and 

¶ Cultural Continuity and Wellbeing �t refers to the experience of culture and how traditional 
knowledge and culture is maintained and transmitted, and considers the experience of being on 
the land, connection to the land and ability to practice and transmit cultural traditions, and 
governance and stewardship.   

What is a Study Area? 

Study areas identify the geographic areas within which potential effects of the Project may or are likely 
to occur. These study areas are used to guide the data collection and assessment processes. To capture 
the range of potential effects, the following study areas are typically used in environmental assessment 
processes: 

¶ Construction Disturbance Area (previously referred to as the Project Development Area): the 
area of expected direct physical disturbance from Project; 

¶ Local Study Area: the area where the potential direct effects of the Project (e.g., loss of or 
alteration of sites and areas used for traditional purposes) may occur; and 

¶ Regional Study Area: the area where the potential indirect effects of the Project (e.g., effects to 
Indigenous land and resource use resulting from changes in the availability of wildlife, fish, etc.) 
may occur.  

 
Study areas specific to the ATRI Valued Components were developed for the Project. These are 
described below. 

mailto:info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca
http://www.martenfallsaccessroad.ca/
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ATRI-specific Study Areas for the Project 

Preliminary study areas for Aboriginal and / or Treaty Rights and Interests were developed and shared 
with Indigenous communities and groups in August 2020. They were also included in the Indigenous 
Knowledge Program Guidance Document that was shared with all Indigenous communities and groups 
in November 2020.  

The preliminary Local Study Area was revised and slightly increased in size when the Project 
Development Area (revised to the Construction Disturbance Area) was established to take into account 
potential aggregate sites, temporary construction camp locations, and construction access roads. The 
preliminary Regional Study Area was revised to include four additional quaternary watersheds based on 
inputs from Indigenous communities and groups, and therefore also increased in size. 

Revisions to the study areas were shared with Indigenous communities and groups through 
communications in January 2021 and August 2022.The most recently shared study areas from August 
2022 are shown in Figure 1 appended to this memo. These study areas were used to establish the 
�W�Œ�}�i�����š���d�����u�[�•���µ�v�����Œ�•�š���v���]�v�P���}�(�����Æ�]�•�š�]�v�P�����}�v���]�š�]�}�v�•���Á�]�š�Z���Œ���•�‰�����š���š�}�����d�Z�/�U�����•�������•���Œ�]���������]�v���š�Z����Preliminary 
Existing Conditions Report prepared for and shared with each Indigenous community and group in 2023.   

Revisions to the ATRI-specific Study Areas for the Impact Assessment 

The characterization of existing conditions for the Project was completed on two alternative route 
options (Alternative 1 and 4). The information collected on existing conditions for all disciplines (e.g., 
ATRI, wildlife, fish, vegetation, air quality, etc.) was used to inform the selection of the technically 
preferred Route Alternative (the corridor that is most preferred from a technical perspective). The ATRI 
Impact Assessment will be completed on the technically preferred Route Alternative. Therefore, the 
ATRI study areas were revised for the assessment to focus on the technically preferred Route 
Alternative. 

Since the ATRI study areas are based on the study areas of other Valued Components that are relied on 
for ATRI (e.g., wildlife, surface water, fish), changes to the study areas for these other Valued 
Components also led to the following changes to the study areas for ATRI for the assessment: 

¶ The Local Study Area increased from a 5 km buffer to a 10 km buffer; and 

¶ The Regional Study Area increased in size (more than doubled in area) as the extent shifted from 
a quaternary to a tertiary watershed level. 

The assessment study areas also include ancillary features such as pits and quarries, temporary access 
roads and worker camps. 
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In addition, based on inputs from Indigenous communities and groups to date about the potential for 
the Project to influence Aboriginal and / or Treaty Rights outside of the Regional Study Area given the 
ranges and movements of caribou, a Caribou Regional Study Area has also been identified that 
encompasses the four caribou ranges that are intersected by the Project. The inclusion of the Caribou 
Regional Study Area enables the Project Team to assess the potential indirect impacts on ATRI resulting 
from potential Project effects on caribou specifically.  

The ATRI study areas that will be used for the assessment are shown in Figure 2 appended to this memo. 
An overview of the changes to the ATRI study areas for the purposes of the assessment is provided in 
Table 1 appended to this memo. 

Your Knowledge and Input is Important to Us!  

The Project Team wants to understand Aboriginal and Treaty Rights and Interests related to the Project. 
Indigenous Knowledge and information on Indigenous land and resource use and cultural practices will 
help us to better understand and appreciate the environment with respect to the identity, culture, and 
heritage of Indigenous communities. If your community has Indigenous Knowledge or information that 
you would like to share or if you would like to learn more about the Indigenous Knowledge Program and 
/  or share information on Aboriginal and / or Treaty Rights and Interests, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to Bob Baxter at  or Andrea Nokleby

We hope you and your community are safe and well. 

Encl.  Figure 1. Aboriginal and / or Treaty Rights and Interests Existing Conditions Study Areas 
Figure 2. Updated Aboriginal and / or Treaty Rights and Interests Study Areas for the Impact 
Assessment 
Table 1. Comparison of the Existing Conditions and Assessment Study Areas for ATRI 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































