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B28.1  Outgoing Community Specific Correspondence  



From: Ratajczak, Gabbie
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2024 10:53 PM
To: 
Subject: RE: Marten Falls First Nation Community Access Road (MFFN CAR) - June Update
 
Dear Paul Capon,
 
I hope this finds you well. My name is Gabbie Ratajczak, and as Jaimie Cugnet mentioned in a previous communication, I will
be taking over as the primary contact for the Marten Falls Community Access Road.
 
I am following up to see if you have any feedback on the Stage 1 Archaeological Report that was distributed a few months ago.
Please find the link and additional information below:
 
Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment Report 

The Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment Report documents the archaeological and land use history, to determine
whether there is potential for archaeological sites in the additional areas required for aggregate impacts. It incorporates a
review of recent mapping, previous archaeological reports, and incorporation of any information collected from
Indigenous communities. 
The Stage 1 Archaeology Assessment Report was sent out to communities on June 3, 2024. The reports are available
for download here:
Feedback and comments on the report is requested by August 2, 2024.  
To support your review, we encourage setting up a meeting with our team to help walk you through the reports, answer
any questions you may have or as an opportunity to provide feedback.  

 
If you have any feedback or would like to discuss the Community Access Road, please let me know and I will be happy to
schedule a time to connect.
 
Best,
 
Gabbie Ratajczak
she/her/hers

Community Engagement and Communication Coordinator, Central Canada



From:                                                       Ratajczak, Gabbie
Sent:                                                         Wednesday, 25 September 2024 19:50
To:                                                           
Cc:                                                             

Subject:                                                   MFFN Community Access Road – About the Draft EA / IS
Attachments:                                         

 
Dear Paul Capon,
 
Please find attached a letter and frequently asked questions (FAQ) regarding the circulation of the Draft Environmental
Assessment / Impact Statement Report (Draft EA / IS) for the Marten Falls First Nation Community Access Road for your
community’s review and comment.
 
The Draft EA / IS, and supporting documents, will describe how the preferred route was determined and identify how the
proposed Community Access Road may affect the social, cultural, economic and natural environment.
 
As we prepare to submit the Draft EA / IS, we want to ensure your community has easy access to the documents and has
identified a key community contact to help guide the review process.
 
Please fill out this questionnaire to identify a key contact and preferences related to the review process:
https://forms.office.com/r/QLXhJdWg6y  
 
We will be in touch in the Fall to discuss these matters with you but if you have any questions or concerns in the meantime,
please do not hesitate to contact me.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gabbie Ratajczak
she/her/hers

Community Engagement and Communication Coordinator, Central Canada

AECOM
aecom.com

Delivering a better world
LinkedIn | Twitter | Facebook | Instagram

 

https://forms.office.com/r/QLXhJdWg6y
https://aecom.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/aecom/
https://twitter.com/AECOM
https://www.facebook.com/AecomTechnologyCorporation/
https://www.instagram.com/aecom/
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Frequently Asked Questions ï Draft EA / IS  
Issued September 2024  

What is included in the Draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement Report (EA / 
IS)? 

The Draft EA / IS will be a large document (approximately 500 - 1000 pages) which includes 
thousands of pages of supporting documents. These range from technical documents on valued 
components (like noise, air quality, peatlandsðsee below question for a full list), individual 
Aboriginal and Treaty Rights and Interests (ATRI) reports, to the Records of Consultation & 
Engagement. We are here to help in your reviewðplain-language versions of select documents 
will be made available, and we encourage you to book time with us to discuss before we circulate 
the Draft EA / IS. 
 

 
 
How have Indigenous communities influenced the Draft EA / IS? 

Through consultation activities, the Marten Falls First Nation (MFFN) Community Access Road 
Project Team has collected feedback, information and Indigenous Knowledge to inform the final 
route selection and support the development of the Draft EA / IS. The ATRI / Three-Road Forums 
and Gatherings and Individual Community ATRI Existing Conditions Reports have facilitated the 
sharing of Indigenous Knowledge and provided a forum for open discussion around the proposed 
Community Access Road. The MFFN Community Access Road Project Team has engaged 22 
Indigenous communities over the course of the environmental assessment process, working with 
key contacts and representatives of the communities who have provided their expertise, asked 
questions, and flagged concerns and issues that should be addressed and included in the Draft EA 
/ IS. 
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Why is it important to provide your comments on the Draft Environmental Assessment / 
Impact Statement Report (Draft EA / IS)? 

We are providing a Draft EA / IS to Indigenous communities, the public and regulators to allow for 
an early review of our information, approach and findings. Your input on the Draft EA / IS will 
inform the preparation of the Final EA / IS and allow us to incorporate your input and consider 
concerns related to the proposed Community Access Road.  
 
How long do I have to review and provide comments on the Draft EA / IS? 

Members of the Indigenous communities we are engaging will have access to the Draft EA / IS this 
winter via their communityôs key contact (identified by your Chief and Council).  Indigenous 
communities have a minimum of 120 days to review and comment on the Draft EA / IS. If the 120 
days overlap with year-end holidays; then additional time will be added to compensate. Access to 
the Draft EA / IS for Indigenous communities is 60-days in advance of the public and regulatorsô 
review period. The exact review dates will be provided once confirmed.   

How and when will we get responses to the questions or comments that we provide on the 
Draft EA / IS? 

Comments and questions received during the review process will be recorded and responses 
tracked and addressed, where possible, in the Final EA / IS. In addition, during the review period, 
we encourage you to contact us to schedule a meeting so that we can discuss with you directly 
any questions or concerns you might have. Our intent, where appropriate, is to provide you an 
opportunity to review or discuss your comments and our proposed response in advance of 
submitting the Final EA / IS.  
 
What is the difference between the Draft EA / IS and the Final EA / IS version?  

The Final EA / IS will incorporate comments, questions and feedback received on the Draft EA / IS 
from Indigenous communities, the public and regulators. Additional information from studies not 
completed before the release of the Draft EA / IS may also be included (if applicable). Because the 
Final EA / IS will be submitted by MFFN to the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and 
Parks (MECP) and the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) for a decision by the 
Minister and Cabinet, it is important that communities participate in consultation on the Draft EA / 
IS, so that their input can be considered or addressed in the final version.  
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Where do we send our comments and feedback on the Draft EA / IS?  

Once the key contact has compiled your communityôs feedback, the comments / edits / questions 
can be sent to your MFFN Community Access Road Project Team contact or to the Community 
Access Road general email address: info@martenfallsaccessroad.ca. 
 
How will my feedback be received if I am not an official representative of my community 
(e.g., key contact)?  

Individual members of an Indigenous community are welcome to provide their own comments in 
addition to those provided on behalf of their community during the public review period. This input 
will be addressed along with other comments received from the public and regulators. 
 
What Technical Reports are included in the Draft EA / IS? 

The technical documents will include information on valued components existing conditions, 
effects assessment and cumulative effects.  
 
The following technical reports are included in the Draft EA / IS.  
1. Noise and Vibrations 10. Ungulates 

2. Groundwater and Geochemistry 11. Air Quality and Green House Gas  

3. Surface Water 12. Land Use 

4. Fish and Fish Habitat 13. Human Health  

5. Physiography, Terrain and Soils 14. Social 

6. Peatlands 15. Economics 

7. Vegetation 16. Visual  

8. Wildlife 17. Aboriginal and / or Treaty Rights Interests 
(ATRI) / Indigenous Knowledge 

9. Birds  

 
What are Cumulative Effects and the Inclusions List?  

Cumulative Effects are the potential effects of the Community Access Road combined with the  
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effects of other past, present and reasonably foreseeable future projects and activities. On their 
own, individual project effects may be minor, but when considered together with other project 
effects they may become significant.  
 
As part of the provincial EA and federal Impact Assessment (IA) process for the Community 
Access Road, an assessment of the potential cumulative effects is being completed. The 
preliminary project Inclusion List identifies potential projects that will be considered for inclusion in 
the Cumulative Effects Assessment, which will be part of the Draft EA / IS.  
 
How have Indigenous communities been consulted? 

Indigenous Knowledge Program 

The purpose of this program was to empower Indigenous communities to share information on 
their land and resource use, cultural practices and values, and rights and interests in the study 
area.  Participation in the program enabled participating communities to either share existing 
Indigenous Knowledge (IK) and Indigenous Land and Resource Use (ILRU) information 
(previously collected by communities) or to complete project-specific IK and ILRU Studies. 

Community Coordinator Program 

The Community Coordinator Program supports the Community Access Road activities, meetings 
and events, helping to make sure input is collected and shared back with the MFFN Community 
Access Road Project Team.  

Community Coordinators strengthen our collective efforts related to the EA / IA process and allow 
for a more open and responsive consultation and engagement between Indigenous communities 
and the MFFN Community Access Road Project Team. 

Reports 

Through the EA / IA process, the MFFN Community Access Road Project Team has worked with 
Indigenous communities to produce reports including: ATRI Existing Conditions Report, Milestone 
#1 and #2 Reports, Cultural Heritage Report, Stage 1 and Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment 
Reports, and the Interim Record of Consultation and Engagement (RoCE).  

In-person & virtual consultation activities 

To date, our consultation efforts have included: 

¶ Five in-person Public Information Centres (PICs), including dedicated hours for Indigenous 
Community members; 

¶ 31 in-person or virtual meetings with 11 communities, including 8 in-person or virtual 
meetings with MFFN; 

¶ Two in-person ATRI forums; 
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¶ An in-person Three-road Project Gathering & Expo; 
¶ Attendance at several conferences, including the Prospectors & Developers Association of 
Canada (PDAC) conference and the Matawa First Nations Management gathering. 

¶ Fourteen virtual webinars; and 
¶ Ongoing outreach including phone calls emails, virtual meetings, and in-person meetings 
with communities and tribal councils. 

Ш











From:                                                       Ratajczak, Gabbie
Sent:                                                         Friday, 27 September 2024 18:19
To:                                                          

Subject:                                                   Marten Falls Community Access Road (MFFN CAR) - September 2024 Update
 
Dear Paul Capon,
 
I hope this finds you well.
 
As Jaimie Cugnet mentioned in her last email, I will now be your main point of contact for the Marten Falls First Nation Community
Access Road Project. I look forward to working with you!
 
Please find an update of the upcoming activities occurring regarding the Community Access Road below:
 

IK Program
While the request for submission date has passed, we are still welcoming IK from Matawa First Nations Management to be
included in the draft Environmental Assessment / Impact Statement. Please let me know if you have any questions about this
program, or feel welcome to reach out directly to MFFN Councillor and Senior Community Member Advisor, Bob Baxter, at

or Andrea Nokleby at 
 
Stay up to date with MFFN CAR Socials
We encourage you to stay updated with the latest news on the MFFN CAR. Follow us on Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram!

 
If you have any questions, please reach out to me, and I would be happy to schedule a time to connect with you to discuss the
Community Access Road.
 
Warm regards,
 
Gabbie Ratajczak
she/her/hers

Community Engagement and Communication Coordinator, Central Canada

AECOM
aecom.com

Delivering a better world
LinkedIn | Twitter | Facebook | Instagram

 

https://www.facebook.com/MFFNCommunityAccessRoadProject/
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=bf&trkInfo=AQFw9jcb3UIu_AAAAY365dXY2yFsojHhoqFYT-zU8nekYKxIAs1owdH398Lfv83sB8jNzf0mSLXpN9bfli4ZLpPkev4rJzlJwSNUKff7-i3Yet0vALmOLt8GCINd39RFxMn-KJo=&original_referer=&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fmarten-falls-first-nation-all-season-community-access-road%2F
https://www.instagram.com/martenfallsaccessroad/
https://aecom.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/aecom/
https://twitter.com/AECOM
https://www.facebook.com/AecomTechnologyCorporation/
https://www.instagram.com/aecom/


From: Ratajczak, Gabbie 
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2024 8:07 PM
To: 

Subject: RE: Marten Falls Community Access Road (MFFN CAR) - September 2024 Update
 
Hello Paul,
 
Thank you for informing me that Sarah is the best point of contact regarding Indigenous Knowledge as it pertains to the EA / IS,
and for providing your phone number.
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you wish to discuss any other topics on the Community Access Road.
 
Have a great weekend,
 
Gabbie Ratajczak
she/her/hers

Community Engagement and Communication Coordinator, Central Canada
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ement and Communication Coordinator, Central Canada 
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Delivering a better world 
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Hello Paul,
 
Thank you! This is greatly appreciated. We are looking forward to having Matawa and other First Nations review the Draft.
 
All the best,
Gabbie

Gabbie Ratajczak
she/her/hers

Community Engagement and Communication Coordinator, Central Canada
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Building the Community 
Access Road

�³�$�V���Z�H���P�R�Y�H���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���W�R���Q�R�Z���E�H�J�L�Q���W�R��
consider road construction and operations, 
our commitment remains to be strong 
stewards of our lands and our environment, 
in balance with being active partners in 
growing economic opportunities and 
benefits for both our communities and other 
�)�L�U�V�W���1�D�W�L�R�Q���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���´

- Chief Bruce Achneepineskum, July 2024



Understanding Community Well -Being



Community Well-Being looks at how the road may 
affect everyday life in Marten Falls and nearby 
communities, including health, safety, jobs, housing, 
and connection to culture and land.

A road can bring real opportunities: more reliable 
access to healthcare, better food security, and 
support for local businesses. 

New opportunities like a road can make life easier, 
but they can also bring changes that affect 
traditions, the environment, and community life.

On the Road to Community Well -
Being



How to navigate the 
Community Well -Being 
Technical Support 
Document



Navigating Community 
Well -Being
�‡ Sections 1 -4: Describes the Project, information that informed the 

Project, and our study methodology.

�‡ Section 5: Existing Environment Description

�‡ Current community well-being environment within the Local 
Study Area (Marten Falls and Aroland) and the broader region.

�‡ Section 6: Selection of Preferred Route Alternative

�‡ How the route was selected

�‡ Section 7: Effects Assessment of the Project

�‡ How the project will affect various community well-being 
factors, and mitigations to limit these effects.

�‡ Section 8: Cumulative Effects of the Project

�‡ How the project effects may combine with other current or 
proposed projects in the area.

�‡ Section 9: Monitoring Programs and Future Commitments

�‡ Information on ongoing studies and future commitments to 
ensure effectiveness of mitigations.

�‡ Section 10: Summary



Navigating Community 
Well -Being 
Valued Components

Valued components are specific aspects of 
the human and natural environment that 
might be affected by the Community Access 
Road. They are important to Indigenous 
communities, government agencies and 
interested persons.  



�‡ Community and public 
health

�‡ Access to clean water
�‡ Reliance on store-

bought food
�‡ Traditional foods
�‡ Public safety
�‡ Biophysical factors 

influencing human 
health

�‡ Sustainable population growth
�‡ Labour market dynamics
�‡ Business environment
�‡ Public finances
�‡ Regional economy
�‡ Community access to 

infrastructure and services
�‡ Housing adequacy and 

suitability
�‡ Cultural preservation and 

change

See Table 4-1 of 
Appendix T for the 

list of valued 
components and 

indicators
(page 14)

Navigating Community 
Well -Being 
Valued Components



Navigating Community 
Well -Being 
Summary of Effects

Table 7-24 is 
located on 

page 283 of 
Appendix T



Existing Conditions & 
Effects



Economics: Job Opportunities 
and Training

�‡ Increased Job Opportunities: Construction of 
the Community Access Road is expected to 
create approximately 9,500 jobs across Canada, 
including 8,600+ jobs in Ontario. 

�‡ Training and Job Readiness:  The project will 
provide training, job readiness programs, flexible 
work options, and prioritize hiring from Marten 
Falls and Aroland. 

�‡ Long -Term Economic Benefits:  The project 
could lead to lasting jobs and new businesses. 



Community & Public Health

Access to Health Services: The new road will 
improve access to emergency and specialized 
care for MFFN.

Substance Use: Substance use is a concern for 
community members we have engaged with. The 
new road could improve access to treatment 
services. However, the road may also make it 
easier for substances to enter Marten Falls. 

Recreation: The road will help Marten Falls 
members travel for sports, events, and recreation. 
It also provides access to the land for traditional 
activities like fishing, hunting, and camping.



Public Safety

Access to Emergency Services:  MFFN has limited 
access to emergency services. The Community 
Access Road will likely improve emergency service 
access. 

Road-related Injuries:  Increased traffic during 
construction and long-term use may lead to an 
increase in road-related injuries. 
During operations, the CAR may reduce reliance on 
the winter road which can be dangerous to travel on. 

Violence and Harassment: Violent crime and 
addiction-related incidents are an existing issue in 
the Thunder Bay region. Increased access could 
increase these risks.



Mitigation Measures 



Mitigation Measures 

Mitigation Measures are actions taken to 
reduce or avoid negative effects of the 
project.

Mitigation Measures help respond to 
community concerns and support long-
term well-being.



Mitigation Measures at a Glance
Potential Concerns (Construction) Identified Mitigation

Population growth, community access of 
infrastructure and services, and housing 
availability.

All construction workers will be housed in 
autonomous work camps. 

Community and public health, cultural 
preservation and change, and sustainable 
population growth.

Owner / Contractor to establish a working 
group with MFFN and AFN to discuss 
community-proposed topics relating to the 
road. 

Increased access to drugs and alcohol. Contractor to implement a monitoring program 
and perform safety checks at work camps and 
entry points. 

Violence and harassment in the community 
and within the work camps. 

Contractor to provide counseling, mentorship, 
and peer support at work camps. 
Road contractor to have a zero-tolerance 
policy towards harassment, discrimination, 
and violence in work camps. 



Cumulative Effects



Cumulative Effects

Cumulative effects consider the combined 
impact of the Community Access Road with 
other existing and future developments. 

We study cumulative effects to understand:

�‡How this project fits into the bigger picture

�‡Whether regional projects might lead to 
broader or long-term impacts

�‡What additional actions or monitoring might 
be needed



Cumulative Effects

Road Use and Safety: As more regional 
roads are built traffic volumes are expected to 
increase. This may lead to a higher risk of 
road-related accidents over time.

Community Safety and Well -being:  
Increased access to remote areas and a 
growing temporary workforce may contribute 
to higher risks of crime and violence in the 
region.



We have engaged Indigenous communities, the public 
and government and agencies both in-person and 
virtually. 

To date, our consultation efforts have included:

Consulting on the Environmental 
Assessment / Impact Statement



m a r t e n f a l l s a c c e s s r o a d . c a

Questions?




































































































